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Dog Day Afternoons in the Park: 
A Dog Park at Civano

By Deborah Brightstar

Picture this: You are out taking 
your beloved companion for a 

walk in the neighborhood. Instead 
of brief encounters with fellow 
doggie-loving neighbors, you are 
on your way to meet some of your 
favorite two- and four-legged 
friends for a fun day at our very 
own Dog Park in Civano. 
     We have so many wonderful 
community building opportuni-
ties in Civano. Having a dog park 
in Civano would become one of 
many benefits we enjoy that make 
Civano such a diverse, warm and 
welcoming community to live 
in. Why not add to our already 
generous list of amenities to in-
clude our abundant population of 
four-legged, furry friends. After 
all, aren’t they growing into one 
of the majorities of our population 
anyway? 
      There has been talk for quite 
some time about having a dog 
park in Civano. It seems it is an 
idea whose time has come. Every-
one I have been talking to about 
it loves the idea.  Therefore, we 

have formed a sub-committee to 
spearhead the efforts and find 
a suitable space in Civano that 
would be amicable to everyone. 
We are on a mission to create 
community connection through 
fun and play by enjoying dog day 
afternoons at our very own dog 
park in Civano.
      There are many happy dog 
owners who live in Civano, who 
meet each other on the trails of 
our beautiful community, and 
who share a common interest, 
the love of our sweet and loyal 
companions, man’s best friends. 
We pass each other and chat, 
and some of us even remember 
our dogs’ names better than we 
do each others’. Although these 
are friendly encounters, they are 
sometimes a bit too brief. What if 
we could linger, and while doing 
so, our dogs weren’t bored and 
restless waiting for us, but instead 
got to play with each other in 
their very own dog park? 
      I have lived in Civano for 
three years now and am the proud 

doggie mom of three greyhounds 
and a black lab/border collie mix. 
I walk my little pack around the 
neighborhood often. Having four 
large dogs and a small car, I am 
not able to transport them all to 
the nearest dog park as easily and 
often as I would like. A dog park 
nearby that I could walk to would 
encourage more outings with my 
beloved pack. It is quite a sight 
to watch my retired racers stretch 
their noble limbs for a freedom 
run, just for the fun of it.
      What a wonderful community 
builder it would be to have our 
very own dog park in such a di-
verse and friendly neighborhood. 
If you would like to be involved 
with this community-building 
project, we welcome you with 
open arms, minds and hearts. 
We  look forward to your contri-
butions, whether they be labor, 
ideas, financial donations, or time 
and talents loaned for a good 
cause. If you are interested, please 
contact Deborah Brightstar at 
296-9604 or doggiediva@cox.net.

 

Buffelgrass (Pennisetum ciliare), a fire-prone grass introduced from Africa, is invading 
both urban and natural areas in Southern Arizona. Left undeterred, it will irrevocably 

alter the Sonoran Desert. Buffelgrass grows in dense stands, crowding out native plants like 
saguaros, and can fuel frequent and devastating fires in what has been a fireproof desert. 
Despite the fact that you may not have heard about it, buffelgrass invasion  increases fire 
risks, threatens protected areas and conservation efforts, and compromises the all-important 
tourism industry in Tucson and Pima County.
      What can you do? Well, you can learn what buffelgrass looks like and remove it from 
your own neighborhoods, and you can volunteer your time to organized volunteer efforts 
this year. Below are some web sites on the buffelgrass removal effort, and a list of volunteer 
opportunities in Tucson and Pima County.
 Web sites on buffelgrass:
http://www.desertmuseum.org/invaders/invaders_buffelgrass.htm
http://wwwpaztcn.wr.usgs.gov/buffelgrass/
http://aznps.org/html/exotics_weedwackers.html
http://www.buffelgrass.org
   
For more information on the project and carpooling information, contact 
Marilyn Hanson at mfhanson@comcast.net, tel:579-6525.

Buffelgrass Removal 
Volunteer Opportunities

Civano Book Club meets the 
second Monday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Activity
Center. The season’s books were 
chosen in June 2007. The re-
maining books to be discussed 
for the 2007-2008 season are as 
follows:

January:•	  The Best and the 
Brightest, by David Halber-
stam
February•	 : A Thousand Splen-
did Suns, by Khaled Hosseini 
March:•	  Oh Come Ye Back to 
Ireland, Williams & Christine 
Breen (optional reading: Four 
Letters of Love, by Niall Wil-
liams)
April•	 : Brick Lane, by Monica 
Ali
May:•	  Animal, Vegetable, Mira-
cle, by Barbara Kingsolver

For more information 
contact Ardi Whalen at 
885-8211.

Civano 
Book Club 
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Civano Businesses 
And Artisans

B & B at Civano Judyth, 398-5099 
Casita Extended Stay 751-1645
Homeshare Civano,  Mare, 296-5428  
The Inn at Civano Small Hotel 296-5428
Zona Gardens Guest Suites 867-8038
Shop at Civano B&B Suites 207-2539

Jeff Perry, Realty Executives 721-0909
Joan Tober, Realty Executives 850-4215
Eileen Gavin Long Realty 360-4522
Casey Stockdale / Duane Bateman Century 21
   Catalina Realty 444-4584 / 850-0894          

Free Appraisal, 0 Down Jeff Norin 977-1350
Tucson Mtg/Civano Karen King 909-7496
Civano Notary Services Sharlene 235-0346
R S Associates Bob Small 398-7100

Splinters Handyman Civano Business Owner 	
     for Five Years, Paul Coache 885-6645
Flying Blind Window Covers, Mike 885-7232

Distinctive Desert Designs Ann 977-4608
Scott Calhoun Garden Designs 867-8038
Penny Pederson Landscape Design 546-7057 
Tom’s Trellis and Metal Art  664-0114

BarkingShelby.com Communications/Mktg

Craig Feltheim All Forms of Insurance 
   903-4949 CraigF50123@yahoo.com
Insurance Mark Levine mcmsl@msn.com
   886-8825 Dental, Health, Life, Auto
Dan Spahr Estate Planning 207-0804

Pet, Plants & House Sitting, Diane 733-0409
House Sitting, All Pets, Plants, & Mail, call
   Jean & associate (always available) 885-6645
Phil Ogden Native Plant ID 296-7856
 
Yoga House at Civano, Ingrid, 731-0702
CranioSacral Therapy Monica Eng 909-1585
Massage Therapy Monica Eng 909-1585
Massage Therapy/your home/Trisha 271-3530
Counseling at Civano J. Raymond 886-1446

SkinCare At Civano Sylvia 731-1838
Marcia Neri AVON, Buy or Sell 290-6731
Rosie Campbell ARBONNE 730-2510

Diane Young at Art 207-0824
Betty Nicholls, Paintings 546-6377
Judie Kelly Paper Art 885-6601
Original Art StainGlass/Mosaic 664-0114
www.shoppe-at-civano.com

Ballet Rincon Academy of Dance 574-2804
Jane Hallett Cellist/String Teacher 751-2050
Music Together, Ages 0-6, Tahnee 731-0572

Civano Aging In Community  Info. 481-3453
Civano Community School 879-1700
Civano Middle School 762-8534
Civano Tykes call for info, Maureen 207-9988
Civano Knitting Group 777-4447

Photo Gallery - Civano Luminaria Lighting
Submitted by Mary Seymour and Ingrid Anderson

Making the luminaria

Lit luminaria
Lit luminaria

Making the luminaria

Placing the luminaria on the paths

Submit your photos to:
The Town Crier at towncrier@civanoneighbors.com

Placing the luminaria on the paths
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Our new contact phone number 
is 481-3453. Aging In Commu-

nity assistance will now be available 
throughout our community to provide 
temporary or simple help with tasks to 
make independent living easier as we 
age. The phone is our newest accom-
plishment as we end our initial year 
of work. Our goal is to put in place 
assistance and referral for residents 
who may need a bit of help. There is 
no age limit for applying for assistance. 
Following application, an interview 
will be conducted by a volunteer, and 
the best avenue for moving forward and 
providing assistance will be discussed. 
     Volunteers wishing to provide help 
may give as litt le as three hours per 
month and new volunteers are always 
welcome. Volunteers choose the kinds 
and levels of service they will do. Call 
our new number 481-3453 for more 
information.
     Grants and interviews were the pri-
mary focus of this year’s activities for 
Civano’s Aging In Community Work 
Group. The Civano1 Neighborhood 
1 HOA and the Civano Neighbors 
Neighborhood Association each sup-
ported this group’s eff orts with $500. 
Tucson’s PRO Neighborhood agency, 
a part of the city’s Neighborhood Re-
sources Department, awarded Civano’s 
Aging In Community group an $1800 
grant. All this fi nancial support will 
make it possible for us to print an 
informational fl ier, fund a dedicated 

cell phone, provide public presenta-
tions, and help fund a computer to be 
our “mobile offi  ce.” We are looking for 
both a donated laptop computer and 
expertise to keep it running. We are 
also always ready to receive donations, 
large or small to support this eff ort. 
     Pat Canady and other volunteers 
completed interviews with residents 
who may be receiving assistance in the 
near future. The training for volun-
teers who will provide the services 
was completed in November, with a 
second training planned for early 2008. 
There are two levels of volunteers: one 
giving more extensive care (this level 
requires training) and one level that 
does require orientation but not formal 
training at the present time. One or 
more volunteers will be assigned to 
each recipient.
      In the near future we will be pre-
senting speakers on health and related 
topics for the general public and we 
are always open to suggestions and 
volunteer presenters. 

If you, or someone you know, 
might benefi t from our “neigh-

bor-helping-neighbor approach, 
please call 481-3453. Other 

contacts are Judie Kelly, Sharlene 
Gillett e and Bob Small, Chair-

person of Aging In Community. 

Aging in Community 
By Sharlene Gillett e

The Tucson ProNeighborhood Group provided Civano’s Aging in 
Community (AIC) program a grant last year to assist us in start-

ing the educational/volunteer training program within AIC. The grant 
enabled AIC to buy some equipment, consisting of a laptop computer, 
a printer, and a projector, which will help in presenting programs to 
educate our volunteers and potential clients as well as the community. 
This virtual office will be stored at Sharlene Gillette’s house and may 
be made available for the use of other groups within Civano, such as 
the Civano HOA, Youth Group, and so forth, by contacting Bob Small 
(398-7100) or Sharlene Gillette (235-0346).
   Joanie Sawyer, of the Pro-Neighborhood group, seemed to be quite 
pleased with the results of our program and our vision for the future 
of Aging in Community.

Congratulations AIC

The community garden is a place where neighbors can grow fl owers 
or vegetables together on one piece of land. The land is owned by the 

HOA of Civano, so whether or not you rent a plot, all residents are welcome 
to enjoy visiting the garden or having a fi re in the fi re pit. Separate garden 
plots, usually measuring about 3′ x 12′, are made available to individuals 
and families in the neighborhood.  
          A drip irrigation system is installed to supply water to the plots. The 
cost to the gardener is currently $50.00 for the initial six months, and then 
$25 for the next six months, for each plot. This money pays for the water 
bills and the irrigation equipment. 
      Please respect the hard work of the gardeners by not picking fruit or 
vegetables that are being grown by your rent-paying neighbors.  
     The community garden is a focal point for gardening and social activities 
in the neighborhood, and a place for all to enjoy.  

What Are The Benefi ts? 
Healthy, tasty, fresh vegetables grown without pesticides• 
Brings families and neighborhoods together• 
Give those without much of a yard a place to garden• 
Good exercise - and gardening is peaceful and relieves stress• 
Beginners and experts alike can share their knowledge • 

      (and their harvest)
Teaches both children and adults about the lives of plants• 

      Vegetables you can grow in the winter from seeds are: Beets, Bok Choy, 
Carrots, Chard, Collard Greens, Lett uce, Leek, Mustard, Green Onions, 
Peas, Potatoes, Radishes, Rutabagas, Spinach, and Turnips. You can also 
grow the following vegetables from transplants: Artichokes (Globe & 
Jerusalem), Asparagus, Broccoli, Cabbage, Chinese Cabbage, Caulifl ower, 
Chard, Kohlrabi, Lett uce.  

Plots are currently available. Please call Ron Garvin at 886-5136 if 
you would like to rent a plot. 

What is the Civano 
Community Garden?

Support your community newspaper ~ advertise in the Town Crier
Contact Advertising Manager: Nancy Clark, 520) 290-1256 Clarknbc@aol.com
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P a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  Y o u r  C o m m u n i t y  H o s p i t a l

5301 E. Grant Rd.
www.tmcaz.com 
(520) 327-5461

1200 North
El Dorado Place

Suite F-670
(520) 751-8280

3350 N. Country Club Rd.    Tucson, AZ 85716
520-881-4550 x275     Fax 520-881-4696

faridahbryant@hiltonmyersadv.com

ADVERTISING, INC.

Job #: SPG-027           Ti t le : Town Crier Ad                      Rundate: Jan.’08 

Publ icat ion: Town Crier / Cheryl Fisher 290-1256    Size:  BW 1/2pg (9.5”x 7.5”)

William Abraham, M.D.
Katy Nance, PA-C
105 S. Houghton Road, #101
Tucson,AZ 85748
Phone: (520) 290-4280

Jasmine England, M.D.
9356 E Rita Road, Suite 180
Tucson,AZ 85747
Phone: (520) 663-1491

Michael Maximov, M.D., FACC
John vonKersburg, PA-C
1500 N.Wilmot Road, #A220
Tucson,AZ 85712
Phone: (520) 258-4145

Lulu Yang, M.D.
Michael Maximov, M.D., FACC
4910 N. Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson,AZ 85750
Phone: (520) 760-0741

Arnold I. Hollander, M.D.
Susanna Livingston, FNP-C
1200 N. El Dorado Place, #I-910
Tucson,AZ 85715
Phone: (520) 298-3321

Kathleen Iveson, M.D.
1200 N. El Dorado Place, #E-500
Tucson,AZ 85715
Phone: (520) 751-8270 

Wesley Vaughn, M.D.
1200 N. El Dorado Place, #G-750
Tucson,AZ 85715
Phone: (520) 290-9334

I N T E R N A L
M E D I C I N E

R H E U M A T O L O G Y

O R T H O P E D I C S

Kathy McLeod, MSN, FNP
Rachel Stover, M.D.
6645 E. 22nd Street
Tucson,AZ 85710
Phone: (520) 747-9393
Wallace Rumsey Jr., D.O.
53 E.Tallahassee
Corona,AZ 85641
Phone: (520) 762-5308
Rachel Stover, M.D.
4910 N. Sabino Canyon Road
Tucson,AZ 85750
Phone: (520) 760-0741

Luis Piedrahita, M.D.
6340 N. Campbell, #256
Tucson,AZ 85719
Phone: (520) 529-0996

James S. Evans, M.D.
1500 N.Wilmot, Suite #C-280
Tucson,AZ 85712
Phone: (520) 751-8275

Karen D.L. Smith, M.D.
1200 N. El Dorado Place, #E-520
Tucson,AZ 85715
Phone: (520) 296-9905

Dedicated to improving the health care of the entire 
community, with 13 locations to serve you.

Dedicated to improving the health care of the entire 
community, with 13 locations to serve you.

F A M I L Y
P R A C T I C E

Calendar
Check the Civano Neighbors Website 
at www.civanoneighbors.com for up-
to-date information about community 
gatherings and events. 

Special Event - Civano Neighbors 
General Meeting and Neighbors 
Open Forum:  We will be meeting in 
the Sierra Morado Community Center 
for a combined meeting of the two 
neighborhood groups of Civano 1 and 
Sierra Morado, January 17 from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. 

Civano Soup Potluck:  Beginning 
Sunday, January 27, the new Civano 
Soup Potluck will precede the Civano 
Speakers Series. Soup potluck begins at 
5:30 p.m., Speakers Series at 7:00 p.m. 
Look for soup and speakers every third 
Sunday of the month.  

Civano Speakers Series:
What Makes a Great Neighborhood?  
Sunday, January 20 at 7:00 p.m., 
(soup potluck begins at 5:30). Civano 
residents Judyth Willis and Pam 
Bateman present the principles of 
great-neighborhood making, then 
lead a discussion for how to make 
Civano a better neighborhood. Un-
less otherwise noted, each session is 
held the third Sunday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. following the 5:30 Soup 
Potluck. The event is held at the Civano 
1 Activity Center (located in the Civano 
Neighborhood 1). 

Scheduling for the Civano Speakers 
Series 2008 calendar is currently under-
way. Generally, presentations are forty-
five minutes to an hour and are followed 

by questions from the audience. Topics 
must have general appeal. If you would like 
to participate as a speaker, contact Sim-
mons Buntin at (520) 722-5977 or send 
an e-mail to sb@terrain.org. 

Morning Coffee, donuts, newspa-
pers and conversation are available 
to Civano residents from 7:30 to 9:30 
a.m., Monday through Saturday. This 
endeavor is sponsored by the HOA 
and staffed by volunteers from the 
community. Come by and enjoy a cup 
of coffee (or tea) with your neighbors. 
To offer your help, call Jim Kelly, 
885-6601 or Tom Wagner, 664-0110.

Newcomers Welcome Breakfast:  
New residents claim that this is one of 
the most valuable activities at Civano. 
All Civano residents are welcome. 
Now filling the 2008 roster. Breakfasts 
are on a Saturday morning between 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Call Craig or 
Bobbie Feltheim at (520) 207-9633 for 
information or to host a breakfast. 

Dinners for Six or Eight  is a great 
way to meet your neighbors. Groups 
are now forming for the 2008 spring 
season. All residents are welcome to 
join. For information call Kay Wagner 
at 664-0114.

Civano Farmers’ & Artisan Market: 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
Civano Nursery - handmade & home-
made crafts, jewelry, artwork, home-
made foods, local produce (organic/
pesticide-free; seasonal - when avail-
able), gifts & more. Support your com-
munity & local small businesses. For 
more details or to be a vendor, please 
contact Kenn Goldman 520-248-9218, 
DragoonMarketandCafe@Gmail.com.

Clubs and Activities:
Civano Youth Group presents Teen 
Night at the activity center on the first 
and third Friday of every month. Snacks, 
drinks, popcorn, movies, and games 
are available along with a chance to just 
hang out with friends. You are welcome 
to come and check out the new pool 
table/air hockey table combination.

Civano Craft Club meets the fourth 
Friday of each month from 6:30 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m., at the Activity Center. Con-
tact Karen Simms at jsandks4@aol.com 
for more information.

Civano Cycling Club: Anyone interest-
ed in cycling, road or mountain, please 
call Mark Levine at (520) 886- 8825 or 
email to msmsl@msn.com. Mark has 
been riding here in Tucson since 1994. 
He is a member of G.A.B.A. (Greater 
Arizona Bicycling Association) and has 
been a ride leader many times. This is 
a way to make new friends and shed 
some pounds at the same time.

Civano Tykes: Do you have an infant 
or other kid that’s too young for school? 
Would you like to get them connected 
in the neighborhood? Join the Civano 
Tykes group. We have play dates, story 
time, swimming times, mom’s night 
out, kids stuff swaps, and other special 
events. We share pictures and resources 
with each other. For more information 
contact lynne_gillette@msn.com.

Announcements:
Directory Update: We are updating 
the resident directory on the Civano 
Neighbors website. Please visit http://
www.civanoneighbors.com/secure/
directory.htm (password protected) and 
review your information. If you are not 

listed in the directory, or if you need to 
have a change made, please take a few 
moments to submit your information 
via the web form. We use this informa-
tion to mail out the Town Crier as well 
as the occasional important neighbor-
hood announcements.

Native Seeds Search wants to expand 
its outreach to the Civano Farmers’ 
Market. If you are interested in a 
win-win opportunity to partner with 
Native Seeds Search, please call Julie 
Kornmeyer at 622-5561 to discuss fur-
ther details.

Civano’s Elder Cohousing Group 
meets each month to explore and plan 
for a unique living arrangement for 
elders. Tentative location for housing-
to-be-built is on the southeast corner of 
Civano I. Call Rick Hanson, 546-2928 for 
meeting times and more information. 

Tennis in Civano: Shirley Ruane, Pro-
fessional Tennis Association certified 
professional is offering lessons and 
opportunities to come to the court for 
hitting practice, fun, and exercise. Pri-
vate lessons for beginners and interme-
diate players is $10.00 per hour. Group 
lessons are $40.00 per hour divided by 
the number of players present. Please 
contact Shirley at 495-0207. shirely@
ruaneweb.net, 5212 S. Nightbloom Way 
in Civano.

Medical Equipment (walkers, canes, 
etc) can be borrowed for short periods 
of time from Aging in Community. 
Call Sharlene Gillette at 235-0346. 

Civano and Sierra Morado energy, 
water, and IMPACT System reports 
now available: Civano 2006-2007 En-
ergy and Water Use Report , and the 
2006 Civano IMPACT System Monitor-
ing Report are now available at www.
civanoneighbors.com.


