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We can’t fully predict what will 
happen in Civano within the 

next few years, but we can predict 
more change than this neighborhood 
has experienced to date. Ongoing 
development in and around Civano 
will create long-lasting impact to our 
neighborhood, lifestyle, and even to 
our planet. 
     The upcoming Civano Neighbors 
Membership Meeting on March 22 
ÞÐÓÓɯÖřÌÙɯÈÕɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÝÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɯ
about local area development as well 
as updates on several projects. The fol-
ÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÝÐÎÕÌŲÌɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÖÝÌÙÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ
history of Civano and its subsequent 
development:
ɯɯɯɯɯ6ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÏÖÔÌɯÞÈÚɯÖÊ-
cupied in 1999, the Neighborhood Center, 
ÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÌÙÛàȮɯÞÈÚɯÚÜÙ-
rounded by mainly vacant lots, wide-open 
vistas, and unbroken horizons as far as the 
eye could see. The scene began to change 
fairly quickly in the core of what is now 
known as the neighborhood of Civano 
1 – when four builders, TJ Bednar, KE & 
G, RGC, and Solarbuilt, began producing 
homes at a regular pace. 
     By the end of 1999, more than 50 homes 
had been completed and occupied. Over 
the next six years, and through several 
changes in builders, another 500 homes 
were built, whereas the outer edges of 
Civano 1 have remained unchanged 
until this year. Meanwhile, the vacant 
spaces surrounding Civano began a 
metamorphosis, which will only ac-
celerate in the years ahead.

Civano and Development
By Rick Hanson

On February 13, the Aspen 
Institute released a study 

recommending that Congress 
ÙÌÈÜÛÏÖÙÐáÌɯÛÏÌɯ-Öɯ"ÏÐÓËɯ+ÌŜɯ!Ì-
hind Act (NCLB), which will they 
do this year. The study included 
75 changes that the bipartisan 
research team suggested be in-
cluded in the reauthorized version 
of the legislation. 
     As you can imagine, even 
before the formal release of the 
study, Congress members, from 
both sides of the aisle, had issued 
formal statements and reactions 
to the study and its recommenda-
tions. Thus, the season for discus-
ÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÙÌÍÖÙÔɯÖŚ-
cially opened.
      The debate is going to be hot, 
hectic, and highly politicized. The 
media, experts, and politicians 
ÞÐÓÓɯÓÌÛɯŘàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯɁÌËÜɪÑÈÙÎÖÕɂɯ
ÈÕËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯɁÈÓ×ÏÈÉÌÛɯÚÖÜ×ɂɯÖÍɯ
acronyms for educational reform 
programs past and present. The 
path to reauthorization will not be 
×ÙÌŲàɯÖÙɯÐÕÛÌÓÓÐÎÐÉÓÌȭ
      I want to apologize up front 
to the TC readers who are hoping 
that I will shed some light on this 
mess. What I want to do is to pro-
vide people who will be following 
the debate with some framing for 
what they hear or read regarding 
educational reform. 

A Few Thoughts 
on NCLB 

Reauthorization

-continued on page six

Some Background and History 

!àɯ#ÐÙÒɯ,ÈŲÏÐÈÚ

-continued on page ýve

 Save These Dates:
March 22, 7:00 p.m.

Civano Neighbors Meeting
Presentation by Civano’s builders and developers: 

/Ì××ÌÙɯ5ÐÕÌÙɯ'ÖÔÌÚȮɯ#ÖÜÊÌŲÌɯ'ÖÔÌÚȮɯ/ÜÓÛÌɯ'ÖÔÌÚ
and the Commercial Area developed by Jonathon Jump

Earth Day: April 22
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Seventh Annual Civano Community Picnic
See announcement page 12. 

Photo by Rick Hanson
The original Civano streetscape as designed by architect Stefanos Polyzoides is 
ÍÌÈÛÜÙÌËɯÖÕɯ2ȭɯ,ÖÙÕÐÕÎɯ2Òàɯ+ÈÕÌȭɯɯ.ÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÌŜɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯÏÖÔÌɯÖÊÊÜ×ÐÌËɯÐÕɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖȭ
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Hello Civano Neighbors.  
      Some of you might remember the 
last issue when I mentioned how I 
ÈÕÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÌËɯÕÌÌËÐÕÎɯÛÐÔÌɯÍÖÙɯÈɯɁÓÌÈÙÕ-
ÐÕÎɯÊÜÙÝÌɂɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞɯ+ÌÈËÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯ
Team got acquainted. I also mentioned 
ÔàɯÖ×ÛÐÔÐÚÔɯÍÖÙɯÚÞÐŜÓàɯÛÙÈÕÚÐÛÐÖÕÐÕÎɯ
ÐÕÛÖɯÈɯɁÚÜ×ÌÙɯÌŚÊÐÌÕÛɯÛÌÈÔɂɯÐÕɯÖÙËÌÙɯ
ÛÖɯÉÙÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯɁ×ÌÙÛÐÕÌÕÛɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ
ÕÌÞÚȭɂɯɯ(ɯÌß×ÌÊÛÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯ
phase to take awhile. Instead, I’ve 
been dumbfounded by our lightening 
speed transformation. Because we’re 
all volunteers of varied backgrounds, 
achieving such rapid synergy is noth-
ing short of phenomenal. From this 
comes our most recent collaborative 
ÌřÖÙÛɯɬɯÞÏÐÊÏɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÞɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎȭɯ
      Learning how things are made 
has always seemed interesting to me. 
One of my favorite television shows 
is How It’s Made, which airs on the 
Science Channel. Knowing the inner 
workings of things helps me become 
more involved in related discussions. 
A well-known fault of mine is that I 
ÛÌÕËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯÓÐŲÓÌɯØÜÐÊÒɯÐÕɯÚÏÈÙÐÕÎɯÔàɯ
enthusiasm for whatever new infor-
mation I’ve gleaned. Some perceive 
ÔàɯÌÕÛÏÜÚÐÈÚÔɯÊÖÕÛÌÔ×ÛÜÖÜÚÓàȭɯɁ3ÖÖɯ
ÔÜÊÏɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕȮɂɯÛÏÌàɯÚÈàȭɯ.ÕÊÌɯ
in awhile I’ll come across a kindred 
spirit who actually appreciates such 
ÔÐÕÜÛÐÈÌȭɯ8ÌÛȮɯÐÕɯÈÕɯÈŲÌÔ×ÛɯÛÖɯÕÖÛɯÓÖÚÌɯ
ÏÈÓÍɯÖÜÙɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚÏÐ×Ȯɯ(ɀÓÓɯÚÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÕÐŲàɪ
ÎÙÐŲàɯËÌÛÈÐÓÚɯÖÍɯÕÌÞÚ×È×ÌÙɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ
for random neighborhood chitchat 
and present the following information 
as aux brève as possible: 
     The new TC four-column format 

has allowed for a more cohesive 
arrangement between articles and 
advertising. TC production manager, 
Misty Wick, successfully accom-
plished this transformation without 
a hitch. Our next endeavor will be to 
reduce the size of the text in order to 
accommodate more articles of ger-
mane nature.  
      The TC has been in need of a 
ØÜÈÓÐŗÌËɯÈËɯÔÈÕÈÎÌÙɯÛÖɯÙÌ×ÓÈÊÌɯ/ÈÜÓɯ
Rollins for some time now. It was pure 
kismet when Paul found a candidate 
with such an impressive advertis-
ing background. His patience and 
ËÐÓÐÎÌÕÊÌɯ×ÈÐËɯÖřɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÜÙɯÙÌÊÌÕÛɯ
ÈËËÐÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ3"ɯÚÛÈřȭɯ6ÌɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÌɯ
Civano resident, Nancy Clark.

3ÏÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯ3"ɯÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ
deserve special recognition:

Judie Kelly, former TC editor, contin-
ues to work behind the scenes, men-
toring me through the nuances and 
nuisances of TC eccentricities (and for 
this I am eternally grateful).
Paul Rollins has worked years to fos-
ÛÌÙɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÉÌŲÌÙÔÌÕÛȮɯÕÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯÈÚɯ
the TC ad manager, but also through 
his continued dedication to Civano as 
a whole. For Paul, retirement (as ad 
manager) only means changing of the 
hats.
Roger WaiteɯŗÓÓÌËɯÐÕɯÈÚɯÈËɯÔÈÕÎÌÙɯ
for several months while Paul was out 
of state and continued his duties well 
ÈŜÌÙɯÔÖÝÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯÖÜÙɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËȭɯ
ɯɯɯɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÔÈÕàɯÔÖÙÌɯɁÉÌÏÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯ
ÚÊÌÕÌÚɂɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÞÏÖɯËÌÚÌÙÝÌɯÛÏÈÕÒÚɯ

for their hours of service – not only 
those who work to bring you this 
newspaper, but also our neighbors 
who serve on Leadership Team, and in 
other volunteer capacities. 
     You’re invited to join in on the fun. 
Learning what’s going on in Civano 
has never been easier than quickly ac-
cessing a few of the following sources:

1. Read the Town Crier cover to cover 
and support our advertisers. 
2. Log onto Civano Neighbors at 
www.civanoneighbors.com for com-
munity updates or participate in the 
neighborhood discussion forum.
3. Get to know your neighbors by 
hosting a potluck or a block party. 
4. Volunteer to help through your 
Neighborhood Association. 

Good friends are hard to come by. It’s 
nice to know that ours are right next 
door, across the street, and around the 
corner – that’s what living in Civano is 
all about.  

Until next time – 
Your Town Crier Editor, 
Viviana Tornero

Meet Nancy Clark
     Nancy Clark has joined The Town Crier as our new 
Advertising Sales Manager. She is a native of Atlanta, 
GA., and has worked on behalf of numerous maga-
zines and newspapers in advertising sales for 15 years. 
Most recently, she was part owner of a monthly 
Atlantan newspaper called Senior News.
     Nancy and her husband Mitch happily reside in 
Civano on a fulltime basis along with their West High-
ÓÈÕËɯ3ÌÙÙÐÌÙɯÕÈÔÌËɯ"ÏÈÙÓÖŲÌȭɯ/ÙÐÖÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÐÚȮɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯ
part-time residents of Civano for the past two years.  
To place an ad in the Town Crier contact Nancy by 
calling 290-1256 or emailing her at Clarknbc@aol.com.

Nancy Clark
New Town Crier
Advertising 
Sales Manager

A Column by Viviana Tornero, Editor of The Town CrierIn My View
The Town Crier is the newspaper of our neighbor-
hood association, Civano Neighbors.  We publish 
six regular issues per year. Anyone can contribute. 
Contact the editor for publication information. All 
other general inquiries should be addressed to the 
Association Spokesperson, Bob Small.

Editor: Viviana Tornero, (520) 225-0663
viviantornero@hotmail.com

Production Manager: Misty Wick,  (520) 
298-0037 mtlemon@cox.net

Contributors this issue:
Scott Calhoun, Monica Eng, Rick Hanson, Dirk 
Matthias, Beth Morgan, Al Nichols, Paul Rollins, 
Tim Siemsen, Bob Small, José Luis Tornero, Viviana 
Tornero

Photos this issue:
Rick Hanson, Beth Morgan, Paul Rollins, José Luis 
Tornero

Publishing Permissions:
Steve Greenberg, Rio Nuevo Press

Advertising Info:
Paul Rollins, (520) 296-8181
Proll5082@aol.com
Nancy Clark, (520) 290-1256 
Clarknbc@aol.com

Civano Neighbors 
Leadership Team

Spokesperson: 				  
Bob Small, (520) 207-8314
littlehelga@cox.net

Treasurer:				  
Cheryl Fisher

At-Large Members:		
Monica Eng
Scott Feltheim 
Sharlene Gillette 
Karen King				  
Dan Weber

Working  Group Chairs:
Safety: Tim Siemsen
Aging in Community:  Bob Small
Civano Legacy: Rick Hanson
Commercial Areas: Paul Rollins
Education: Dirk Matthias
Houghton Corridor: Glenn France
Newcomers: Jeff Perry
Regional Parks & Trails:  Mike Eng
Environment: Al Nichols
Town Crier Editor: Viviana Tornero
		              			 

Your TC Editor’s

    VPicks
Just a stone’s throw away…
      Just at the end of Speedway Blvd is 
The Tanque Verde Ranch – a rare gem 
right in our own backyard. Lovely 
grounds, impressive amenities, and 
impeccable service – to think that a 
respite of this caliber- a dude ranch, is 
located just a few miles from Civano 
and only fourteen miles from the 
ÊÌÕÛÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÖÞÕɯÈÕËɯÖřÌÙÐÕÎɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ
residents convenience of location, 
evening cookouts, horseback-riding 
vacations, and other events – an ideal 
place for a family reunion or corpo-
ÙÈÛÌɯÙÌÛÙÌÈÛɯɬɯÛÈÒÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÚÜÙÌɯÖřɯÖÍɯ
having to come up with ways to house 
and entertain large groups of people. 
Discovering the Tanque Verde Ranch 
ÞÈÚɯËÌŗÕÐÛÌÓàɯÈɯÚÜÙ×ÙÐÚÐÕÎɯÛÙÌÈÛȭɯ
Located at: 14301 E. Speedway, phone: 
(520) 296-6275.
Go to www.tanqueverderanch.com.
TC rating:ÎÎÎÎÎ

Like Sushi? Appreciate Fine 
Dining? Prefer Organic?
     Then, check out the amazingly 
ËÌÓÌÊÛÈÉÓÌɯÔÌÕÜɯÖřÌÙÌËɯÈÛɯ!ÖÞáȮɯÈɯ
new restaurant that eloquently fuses 
)È×ÈÕÌÚÌɯŘÈÝÖÙɯÞÐÛÏɯ%ÙÌÕÊÏɯŘÈÐÙȭɯ!ÖÞáɯ
unique fare caters to every sushi 
lover’s most discriminating palate, 
ÈÕËɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÖɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯɁÎÙÐÓÓÌËɂɯ
penchant. Bowz Owner Kengo Ikeda 
and Head Chef Shuhei Kamikawa 
present exceptionally mouth-wa-
tering, scrumptious selections such 
ÈÚɯɁ2×ÐÊàɯɁ3.1.ɂɯ3ÜÕÈɯ3ÈÙÛÈÙÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ
"ÈÝÐÈÙȮɂɯÈÕËɯɁ8ÌÓÓÖÞÛÈÐÓȮɯ!.69ɯÚÛàÓÌɯ
Grape Seed Oil Seared Sashimi with 
ËÐÊÌËɯ)ÈÓÈ×ÌęÖȭɂɯ3ÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÍÈÙÌɯÐÚɯ
ÈÓÚÖɯÖřÌÙÌËɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯ"ÏÈÙÊÖÈÓɯ&ÙÐÓÓÌËɯ
Angus Beef Rib-Eye Steak and Sautéed 
Premium Atlantic Salmon. Metro-
modernist décor, lowly-lit, with jazz 
music make for a soothing atmosphere 
with plenty of action at the sushi bar. 
(ÛɀÚɯÈɯÓÐŲÓÌɯ×ÙÐÊÌàȮɯÉÜÛɯÞÖÙÛÏɯÌÝÌÙàɯÉÐÛÌȭɯ
It’s a bit of a drive, but you won’t mind. 
Plus, wasabi is completely optional. 
Located at 7332 N. Oracle Rd. (near 
Ina), Phone (520) 219-6978.
TC rating: ÎÎÎÎ

Check out the new Town 
Crier Features:

Civano Book Review
Editor’s Picks

Send us your ideas about 
what you’d like to see 

featured in the next issue to 
towncrier@civanoneighbors.com

 



While new urbanists bemoan Pulte’s Phase II 
ËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÕÖÛɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÜÕËÌŗÕÌËɯÚÛÈÕ-

ËÈÙËÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÚÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯÈÙÌɯÊÓÌÈÙÓàɯËÌŗÕÌËɯÈÕËɯÈÙÌɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÔÌÛɯÐÕɯ
spite of the fact that Phase I did not meet the goals originally intended by the 
ÍÖÜÕËÌÙÚȭɯ/ÏÈÚÌɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÉÜÐÓÛɯÈÚɯÈɯÔÖËÌÓɯÖÍɯÚÜÚÛÈÐÕÈÉÓÌɯàÌÛɯÈřÖÙËÈÉÓÌɯÏÖÜÚ-
ing – as well as being lucrative for developers of community projects. New 
4ÙÉÈÕÐÚÔɯÉÙÐÕÎÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÈɯɁÞÈÓÒÈÉÓÌɂɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÈËËÙÌÚÚÌÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ
our four goals – reduced transportation needs. The remaining goals to complete 
the package for using solar energy are: reduced heating and cooling energy; re-
ËÜÊÌËɯ×ÖÛÈÉÓÌɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÕÌÌËÚȰɯÈÕËɯÓÈÚÛÓàɯɬɯÈřÖÙËÈÉÓÌɯÏÖÜÚÐÕÎȭɯ(ÍɯÐÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ
millions of dollars in unplanned charity from Fannie Mae, Civano would not 
ÉÌɯÏÌÙÌɯÈÛɯÈÓÓȭɯ!ÌŲÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÈÛɯɬɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯàÖÜɯÚÈàɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎȮɯÎÖɯÚÖÜÛÏɯ×ÈÚÛɯ2ÐÌÙÙÈɯ
Morado and you’ll see for yourself what Civano nearly became. 
     The original Civano developers employed a California New Urbanism Ar-
ÊÏÐÛÌÊÛɯÞÏÖɯËÌÚÐÎÕÌËɯÈɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯÍÈÊÈËÌɯÈÕËɯÓÈàÖÜÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯ×ÏÈÚÌɯɬɯÈÛɯÈɯÊÖÚÛɯ
premium of millions. Natural drainage was not considered and the entire site 
was graded to match the architect’s vision. Unnecessary elements drove up the 
ÊÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÛÖɯÈɯÓÌÝÌÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÌßÊÓÜËÌËɯÈřÖÙËÈÉÓÌɯÏÖÜÚÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÉÜÐÓÛȭɯ
'ÈÉÐÛÈÛɯÍÖÙɯ'ÜÔÈÕÐÛàɯÏÈËɯÏÖ×ÌËɯÛÖɯÉÜÐÓËɯƕƙƔɯÏÖÔÌÚɯÏÌÙÌɯÉÜÛɯÊÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÈřÖÙËɯ
the lot costs. It’s reasonable that if a building practice loses money, the devel-
oper won’t try it again. We are grateful to live and work in Civano Phase I, but 
it is time we admit that the original intention of Neighborhood One has failed 
due to high cost site development overshadowing environmental standards, and the 
×ÐááÈááɯÛÏÈÛɯËÌÚÐÎÕÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÈŲÙÈÊÛɯÉÜàÌÙÚȭ
ɯɯɯɯ/ÏÈÚÌɯ((ɯÉàɯ/ÜÓÛÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÓÈÊÒÚɯÛÙÜÌɯÈřÖÙËÈÉÓàȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÓÜÊÙÈÛÐÝÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯ
that has a greater chance of being repeated in their future projects. Adoption of 
the environmental standards is both a good start and a practical step. Making 
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We Are All in This Together, Right?
By Al Nichols, Resident Engineer

New Urbanism Ideals or Practical Environmental Solutions?

ÛÏÐÚɯÌÈÙÛÏɯÈɯÚÈÍÌÙɯÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÎÙÈÕËÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÉÖŲÖÔɯÓÐÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ
Tucson Solar Village – the Civano Project. While it is true that Sierra Morado 
ÖřÌÙÚɯÈɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÖÍɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÛÏÈÕɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɀÚɯ/ÏÈÚÌɯ(ȮɯÓÌÚÚÖÕÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÚÛÈÒÌÚɯ
ÖÍɯ/ÏÈÚÌɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯ×ÈÝÌËɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÌØÜÈÓÓàɯÌŚÊÐÌÕÛɯÏÖÔÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÔÖÙÌɯ
ÈŲÈÐÕÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÈɯÞÐËÌÙɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÊÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯ×ÏÈÚÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÛÈÒÌɯÓÌÚÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ
natural drainage adequately considered. Not only that, the advanced building 
techniques employed in this project consume much less lumber than non-engi-
neered stick framed homes of equal proportions. 
 	 Urban Design is a very important aspect of land use practices and 
ÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯÏÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÊÖËÐŗÌËɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯ
ÌßÈÊÛÕÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÊÖËÌÚȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÛÏÌɯËÌÉÈÛÌɯÈÚɯÈɯÞÏÖÓÌȮɯËÐŚÊÜÓÛɯ
ÛÖɯÈ××ÙÖÈÊÏɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÎÌŲÐÕÎɯÚÐËÌÛÙÈÊÒÌËȭɯ/ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÈÚÒÐÕÎɯÏÖÞɯÔÜÊÏɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÌÞɯ
from someone’s kitchen window enhances one’s life is not a true question of 
sustainability. But, which aspects of Urban Design equate to sustainability and 
which are merely high priced show-and-tell? All in all, it is quite arguable that 
ÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÌÕÌÙÎàɯÌŚÊÐÌÕÛɯÏÖÔÌÚɯÉàɯÜÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÚÛɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌɯÈÕËɯÛÐÔÌɯÌŚÊÐÌÕÛɯ
means is, in fact, the most sustainable overall approach. We are all in this to-
gether. We must continue to push the bar for the best Urban Design techniques, 
but let’s not encourage new adopt-
ers of this type of Urban Design 
and Neighborhood Development to 
make old mistakes. 

EÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÐÕȮɯÖÙɯÏÈÚɯÓÐÝÌËɯÐÕɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÓÖÝÌÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯÍÖÓÒÚɯÖŜÌÕɯÛÈÓÒɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÐÌÕËÓàɯÕÌÐÎÏ-
bors, or the walking trails, or the narrow and winding roads with mature trees, none of those elements are part of the 

legal requirements that were put in place before the development began. How many of us know of the greater experi-
ment of sustainable living that Civano represents? 
ɯɯɯɯɯ6ÏÐÓÌɯ×ÓÌÈÚÈÕÛɯÚÛÙÖÓÓÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÛÏÚɯÈÙÌɯÕÐÊÌȮɯËÐËɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÈÊÛÜÈÓÓàɯɁÙÌËÜÊÐÕÎɯÈÜÛÖɯÛÙÈÝÌÓɯÈÕËɯÙÌÚÜÓÛÈÕÛɯÈÐÙɯ×ÖÓ-
ÓÜÛÐÖÕȳɂɯ.ÙȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÞÈÛÌÙɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÓÈÕÛÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÙÌÊÓÈÐÔÌËɯÞÈÛÌÙȮɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯɁÙÌËÜÊÐÕÎɯ×ÖÛÈÉÓÌɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÜÚÈÎÌȳɂɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÈÙÌɯ
just a few of many sustainable living examples of this unique community in which we all play a key role. And, they don’t 
ÌÝÌÕɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÖɯÈËËÙÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯɁÕÌÞɯÜÙÉÈÕÐÚÔɂɯÈÚ×ÌÊÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛȮɯÕÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÛÏÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌÙÚɯÌÕÝÐÚÐÖÕÌËɯÊÙÌÈÛÐÕÎȭ
      Civano has one of the most complicated development requirements ever seen in Arizona. Delineated in the 1998 
Memorandum of Understanding, the MOU incorporates the IMPACT System (Integrated Method of Performance and 
"ÖÚÛɯ3ÙÈÊÒÐÕÎȺȭɯȹ3ÏÌɯ,.4ɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÈÛɯÏŲ×ȯɤɤÞÞÞȭÊÐÝÈÕÖÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÚȭÊÖÔɤËÖÊÚɤ
ÎÜÐËÐÕÎɤ(,/ "3ɪ,.4ȭËÖÊȺȭɯ
3ÏÌɯÖÝÌÙÈÓÓɯÎÖÈÓɯÖÍɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ,.4ɯÚÛÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛȮɯɁ3ÏÌɯÎÖÈÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÔÐßÌËɪÜÚÌɯÊÖÔ-
ÔÜÕÐÛàɯÛÏÈÛɯÈŲÈÐÕÚɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÎÏÌÚÛɯÍÌÈÚÐÉÓÌɯÚÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯÖÍɯÚÜÚÛÈÐÕÈÉÐÓÐÛàȮɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌɯÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ ÙÐáÖÕÈɀÚɯ
ÔÖÚÛɯÈÉÜÕËÈÕÛɯÌÕÌÙÎàɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌɯɪɪɯÚÖÓÈÙɯɪɪɯÚÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯÈÕɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÔÖËÌÓɯÍÖÙɯÚÜÚÛÈÐÕÈÉÓÌɯÎÙÖÞÛÏȭɂɯ
ɯɯɯɯɯ8ÖÜɯÔÈàɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÖÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯÚÖÓÈÙɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÈÓɯÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛȭɯ6ÏÌÕɯŗÙÚÛɯÌÕÝÐÚÐÖÕÌËȮɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯȹÞÏÐÊÏɯËÐËÕɀÛɯàÌÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ
name) was intended to be an entirely solar community. For a number of economic and other reasons the solar village did 
not happen. Instead, the new Civano and Sierra Morado resulted.

Civano Legacy
by Rick Hanson

  Civano’s baseline standards of which Civano is to meet as listed in The Memorandum of Understanding:
	 •	 reducing fossil-fuel energy use from gas, electricity and gasoline
	 •	 developing solar energy resources
	 •	 reducing potable water usage
	 •	 reducing building wastes
	 •	 reducing solid wastes
	 •	 reducing auto travel and resultant air pollution
	 •	 creating a balance of jobs and housing
	 Ɉ	 ÊÙÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÈřÖÙËÈÉÓÌɯÏÖÜÚÐÕÎ
	 •	 meeting needs of on-site working population
	 •	 demonstrating the economic feasibility of resource conservation and sustainable development as a 	
	 model for growth in Civano. 

Over the course of the next several issues of the Town Crier we’re going to take a look at these requirements of ours and 
discuss what the original plans were to meet them, what actually did happen, as well as looking at where studies have 
been conducted and what the results have been so far. We’ll also take a look at our responsibilities as Civano residents, 
ÉÖÛÏɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɯƕɯÈÕËɯ2ÐÌÙÙÈɯ,ÖÙÈËÖȮɯÛÖɯÓÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÏÈÙÔÖÕàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛȮɯÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÖÜÙɯËÈÐÓàɯÉÌÏÈÝÐÖÙɯÈřÌÊÛÚɯ
the broader goals.

The Town Meeting was held from 
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm on February 

ƕƛȮɯƖƔƔƛȭɯ%ÐŜàɪÍÖÜÙɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÐÕɯ
ÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÍÈÊÐÓÐÛÈÛÖÙÚȮɯ5ÐÊÛÖÙɯ
Boleg and Christie Lapitan, pre-
sented the ground rules for con-
ducting the meeting. The discus-
ÚÐÖÕÚɯÉÌÎÈÕɯ×ÙÖÔ×ÛÓàȭɯ ÓÓɯÈŲÌÕËÌÌÚɯ
were asked to state their name and 
asked a few questions pertaining to 
Civano such as, how long had they 
ÉÌÌÕɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÈŲÙÈÊÛÌËɯÛÏÌÔɯ
to the neighborhood, and what did 
ÛÏÌàɯŗÕËɯÞÈÚɯÈɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÝÌɯÈÚ×ÌÊÛɯÖÍɯ
Civano. All the topics previously 
sent to the HOA were on display. 
A brainstorming session also took 
place with many topics covered. 
There was mid-point break when 
pizza and beverages were served 
ÛÖɯÈÓÓɯÈŲÌÕËÌÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÓÐÚÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÖ×ÐÊÚɯ
were categorized and prioritized 
ÉàɯÛÏÌɯÈŲÌÕËÌÌÚȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÞÈÚɯËÖÕÌɯ
with a show of hands as each topic 
ÞÈÚɯÐÕÛÙÖËÜÊÌËȭɯ3ÏÌɯŗÕÈÓɯÚÛÌ×ɯÞÈÚɯ
ÛÖɯÊÏÖÖÚÌɯÛÏÌɯŗÝÌɯÛÖ×ÐÊÚɯÖÍɯÎÙÌÈÛ-
est interest.  There was a call for 
volunteers to work on these issues. 
.ÜÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯŗÝÌɯÊÏÖÚÌÕȮɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÚɯ
signed up to work on the following:  
  
     •   Potential of phasing out Fan-
nie Mae
     •   Combined teens, skateboard 
and freestyle bicycle park.
     •   Improvement to security in 
the neighborhood
     •   Even enforcement of CCRs to 
include mixed-use and parking

       Those who volunteered to work 
on resolutions for each category 
ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÕÖÛÐŗÌËɯÖÍɯÜ×ÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÔÌÌÛ-
ing times. Each group shall submit 
ÈɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌÐÙɯŗÕËÐÕÎÚɯ
to the community. A full summary 
has been received from the facilita-
tors. 
For a detailed report contact Paul 
Coache (520) 885-6645.

Town Meeting 
Report

2ÜÉÔÐŲÌËɯÉàɯ/ÈÜÓɯ"ÖÈÊÏÌ



as Pulte calls their area of Civano, 
will not have the narrow streets and 
other new urbanist aspects that make 
Civano 1 so special.
ɯɯɯɯɯɯ ËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ
of the Civano Charter School was 
in a Fannie Mae owned house and 
the land for its present location, was 
donated by Fannie Mae. Judith Kilroy, 
the Fannie Mae Asset Manager, lent 
ÏÌÙɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÈÉÓÌɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÌß×ÌÙÛÐÚÌɯ
to the charter school development 
ÌřÖÙÛÚȭ
4ÕËÌÙɯ%ÈÕÕÐÌɯ,ÈÌɀÚɯÞÈÛÊÏȮɯÛÏÌɯŗÕÎÌÙɯ
paths and the native desert landscap-
ing in the Dessert Country area were 
completed, and custom lots were 
made available for individual build-
ers. As a result, several innovative 
homes were built on these lots. 
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The Legacy of Fannie Mae

Fannie Mae will be folding its tent 
soon as its role as master devel-

oper of Civano comes to an end. There 
ÈÙÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÓÖÖÚÌɯÌÕËÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯŗÕÈÓɯËÐÚ×Ö-
sition of the Neighborhood Center but 
soon records will go into deep stor-
age and Fannie Mae will move out of 
the Civano picture. How will they be 
remembered? What will be the legacy 
of Fannie Mae at Civano? 
     Certainly, the most notable aspect 
of the Fannie Mae legacy will be that 
ÛÏÌàɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÕÌÐÎÏ-
borhood at all. In a word, Fannie Mae 
saved Civano. Many times they had 
to be encouraged to do the right thing 
but, in the end, Fannie Mae completed 
one of the most innovative housing 
developments in the country… and 
ÛÏÌàɯËÐËɯÚÖɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÍÜÓŗÓÓÐÕÎɯÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯ
Civano’s original goals. It was no easy 
task and reportedly Fannie Mae lost a 
bundle of money in the process. One 
can debate the causes and real world 
numbers but that Fannie Mae lost 
money, there is no doubt. 
      Also, while some doubt the wis-
dom of the choice, Fannie Mae was 
able to enlist Pulte Homes, a nation-
ally recognized builder, to complete 
Civano neighborhoods 2 and 3. As Al 
Nichols points out in this issue, Pulte 
ÞÐÓÓɯÉÜÐÓËɯÝÌÙàɯÌŚÊÐÌÕÛɯÏÖÔÌÚɯÈÕËɯËÖɯ
ÚÖɯÈÛɯÈɯ×ÙÖŗÛɪɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÈÓɯÎÖÈÓÚɯ
of Civano. However, Sierra Morado, 

      On the other side of the legacy 
ledger are a number of unfortunate 
shortcomings that the community is 
still dealing with to this day. Selling 
mixed-use lots in the Neighborhood 
Center District to a strictly residen-
tial builder caused endless problems 
for buyers wanting to take advan-
tage of the areas mixed-use zoning. 
Consequently, buyers were forced to 
build residential structures, and then 
convert the structures to commercial 
ÚÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯÈŜÌÙɯÊÓÖÚÐÕÎȱÈÕɯÌß×ÌÕÚÐÝÌɯ
and unnecessary process.
      A number of other problems in-
cluding failure to include North Ridge 
in the Planned Area Development, lax 
control of design standards in the later 
stages of development, watered down 
marketing of the Civano sustainability 

ÈŲÙÐÉÜÛÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÈɯÔÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯÚÛàÓÌɯ
that alienated many in the Civano 
community have contributed nega-
tively to Fannie Mae’s legacy. By far 
the most damaging of these has been 
a corporate culture that seemed to 
value secrecy and fear over trust and 
openness. 
      Throughout their tenure at Civano, 
Fannie Mae operated in almost total 
secrecy and with a disdain for the 
residents. The shadow of this manage-
ment style remains with the commu-
nity today and is most clearly seen in 
the control and of secrecy surround-
ing the Neighborhood Center. 
       Speaking at the Civano Grand 
Opening in 1999, Kenneth Bacon, 
Senior Vice President of Fannie Mae 
stated that what he like most about 
Civano was that they built the Neigh-
ÉÖÙÏÖÖËɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɯŗÙÚÛɪɯÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ
being that the Neighborhood Center 
was ready to serve the community. It’s 
now almost eight years later and we 
are still waiting to enjoy that center of 
community social life.
     So, in the end, it’s been a mixed bag 
– some big successes and some op-
portunities lost. They say only history 
ÞÙÐÛÌÚɯÛÏÌɯŗÕÈÓɯÓÌÎÈÊàɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯ
that will be true of Fannie Mae. Too 
ÉÈËȮɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯɬɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÓÌÚÚɯÍÌÈÙɯÈÕËɯ
ÈɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÖ×ÌÕÕÌÚÚȮɯÐÛɯÊÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯ
been a slam duck.

  Civano:
Then  

 and Now
by: 

Paul Rollins

Photo by Paul Rollins
The Neighborhood Center is important to the Fannie Mae legacy.

Did You Know?
     Fannie Mae never planned to become the sole developer 
of Civano. It had no desire to be a developer, period. It was 
actually through Fannie Mae’s American Communities Fund, 
a division that invests in innovative developments that don’t 
ØÜÈÓÐÍàɯÍÖÙɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÈÓɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÕÎȮɯÛÏÈÛɯ%ÈÕÕÐÌɯ,ÈÌɀÚɯ×ÌÙ-
centage of ownership simply evolved over time as more and 
more investment was required to keep the innovative Civano 
development moving forward. By the time of Civano’s Grand 
Opening in April 1999, Fannie Mae was already an 84% 
owner. In order to exercise total control of what appeared to 
be a failing asset, Fannie Mae soon bought out the last of the 
original developers and became the sole owner of Civano. 



  
  

/ҝңҡɯ%ҥҲҡɯɈɯ"ҥҲҝҪҫɯ-ҡҥңҤҞҫҮүɯ-ҡҥңҤҞҫҮҤҫҫҠɯ үүҫҟҥҝҰҥҫҪɯɈɯ3Ҥҡɯ3ҫҳҪɯ"ҮҥҡҮ

Important Phone 
Numbers

The Pima Council on Ag-
ing (PCOA) has some new 
phone numbers. The Help 
Line is 790-7262 and Medi-

care Information can be 
obtained by calling 

546-2011. General adminis-
ÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɤÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯ
can be answered by calling 

790-0504.

     Mesquite Ranch – located due south, 
extending from E. Bilby Rd, south to E. 
Poorman Rd, began as an idea in 2001, and 
was completely built-out by the fall of 2005. 
Businesses began to spring up along the 
Houghton Road corridor near Rita Ranch 
as more and more residential homes were 
built. Likewise, the subsequent purchase 
by Pulte Homes of the portion of the 
Civano development referred to as Civano 
2 and 3 brought immediate action to the 
land south of Drexel.
     While this residential and com-
mercial building was occurring, much 
of the land, which was owned mostly 
by the State of Arizona as State Trust 
Land, remained vacant to the west of 
Civano across Houghton Road. For 
the past four years, a planning pro-
cess, in coordination with the State, 
established general development 
guidelines for this vacant land. These 
guidelines are detailed in a document 
referred to as the Houghton Area 
Master Plan (HAMP). As the HAMP 
process progressed, other development 
activity continued within Civano.
     The remaining land to the north 
of Civano 1, referred to as Block 1 
or North Ridge, was sold to Pepper-

Viner homes through a lengthy and 
convoluted process. The eastern edge 
of Civano 1 along South Nightbloom 
Way will accommodate a number of 
Territorial Ranch-style homes built 
Éàɯ#ÖÜÊÌŲÌȭɯ(ÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàɯÞÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ
"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓȮɯ#ÖÜÊÌŲÌɯ
has plans for 21 cluster homes similar 
to the Presidio development, located 
near Williams Center in midtown 
Tucson. Lastly, Pulte Homes develop-
ment located in Civano 2 and 3 and 
called Sierra Morado, completed the 
ŗÙÚÛɯƖƖƗɯÖÍɯÞÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÌß×ÌÊÛÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ
1,526 homes and featured as the cover 
article of !ÜÐÓËÌÙɤ ÙÊÏÐÛÌÊÛ, a south-
west regional magazine.
ɯɯɯɯɯ.ÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÛÏÌɯ1ÐÕÊÖÕɯ
Community Hospital will be built 
in The Pavilions, which is the com-
ÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɤÐÕËÜÚÛÙÐÈÓɯÈÙÌÈɯÍÖÙɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖȭɯ
In conjunction with the hospital will 
ÊÖÔÌɯÈɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛɯÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɤÙÌÛÈÐÓɯ
center. Located both north and south 
of the Houghton and Drexel intersec-
tion, these various enterprises will 
ÖřÌÙɯÌÔ×ÓÖàÔÌÕÛɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯÍÖÙɯ
Civanoites as well as places to shop, 
eat, and relax. The hospital developer, 
Tucson Medical Center and the com-

While a small group of dedicated volunteers worked diligently over the past year to estab-
lish Civano’s Aging in Community program, I was back and forth to Green Bay, Wiscon-

ÚÐÕȮɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÊÌ×ÛɯŗÙÚÛɯÏÈÕËȭɯ%ÈÊÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯËÌÛÌÙÐÖÙÈÛÐÕÎɯÏÌÈÓÛÏɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÔàɯÔÖÔɀÚɯ
ardent wish was to be able to live out her life in her own home. My sisters, brothers, in-laws, 
and friends all rallied together to make this possible. We coordinated to share the chores of daily 
living – cooking, house cleaning, running errands, and driving her to doctor appointments – and 
ÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÏÌÙɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚɯÉàɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÓÌŲÌÙÚȮɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯÊÈÙËÚȮɯÈÕËɯÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕÈÓɯ
ÖÜÛÐÕÎÚȭɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɀÚɯ ÎÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÚɯÍÜÕÊÛÐÖÕɯÔÜÊÏɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÙÎÌɯɁÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯÍÈÔ-
ÐÓàɂɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÈÔÌɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÛÖɯÈÓÓÖÞɯÔàɯÔÖÔɯÛÖɯÒÌÌ×ɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÏÖÔÌȭ
      My mom loved being with people and looked forward to daily visitors. When visitors 
ÚÛÖ××ÌËɯÉàɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÏÌÙȮɯÚÏÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÓÐÎÏÛɯÜ×ȭɯ,àɯÔÖÔɀÚɯɁÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯÍÈÔÐÓàɂɯÎÈÝÌɯÏÌÙɯÞÏÈÛɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ
Aging in Community volunteers are providing to our neighbors in need – one-on-one personal 
ÈŲÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÊÖÕÝÌàÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÒÐÕËÕÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔ×ÈÚÚÐÖÕȭ
      Civano is a unique and wonderful neighborhood full of considerate and caring individuals. 
Through our fantastic Aging in Community program, Civano neighbors are supporting each 
other so those with limited extended families of their own can be assisted in being able to contin-
ÜÌɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÞÕɯÏÖÔÌÚȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯÎÐŜɯɬɯÍÖÙɯÉÖÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ
receiver. Each gains from imparting our life stories. Despite our diversity, we all share a common 
thread of love and compassion in our hearts. We learn every day we share our lives with others.
     My mother was granted her wish. In December, she passed away peacefully in her sleep in 
the comfort of her own home, surrounded by her loving family.

(ÍɯàÖÜȮɯÖÙɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞȮɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÉÌÕÌŗÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÖÜÙɯɁÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙɪÏÌÓ×ÐÕÎɪ
neighbor approach, please call 481-3453. Other contacts are George Nicholls, 
Pat Canady, and Bob Small, Chairperson of Aging in Community.

Aging in Community Program Provides 
Ɂ$ßÛÌÕËÌËɯ%ÈÔÐÓàɂɯÍÖÙɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ1ÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚ

By Monica Eng

mercial developer, Jon Jump of Jump 
Ventures, have continued to meet and 
work closely with Civano Neighbors 
on these development projects. 
     Jon Jump and the commercial 
development team for the Pavilions 
ÊÖÕËÜÊÛÌËɯÈɯÔÐÕÐɯÊÏÈÙÌŲÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÌÔ-
bers of the CN Leadership Team in 
January for the purpose of establish-
ing guiding principles and to discuss 
the larger community meeting. Other 
topics such as view orientation toward 
ÛÏÌɯ1ÐÕÊÖÕÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯɁ,ÈÐÕɯ2ÛÙÌÌÛɂɯÖÙɯ
village feel to the project were also 
discussed. It is expected that guide-
lines (similar to those agreed to by 
TMC for the hospital) will steer the 
commercial development of the nine-
acre parcel. 
     Currently the land within Civano 
(with the exception of two commer-
cial areas) is either built-out, under 
construction, or in the active design 
phase. The Civano Neighbors LT 
ÞÐÓÓɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯÔÖÕÐÛÖÙɯÈÕËɯÈŲÌÔ×Ûɯ
ÛÖɯÐÕŘÜÌÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÓÌÔÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ
the HAMP, as well as other nearby 
proposed projects (which are top-
ics worthy of yet another follow-up 
article). Such projects include the: 

Civano and Development  -continued from page one
Waste-to-Energy plant suggested for 
Davis-Monthan Airbase, the large 
commercial development in the style 
of La Encantada proposed for the 
'ÖÜÎÏÛÖÕɤ5ÈÓÌÕÊÐÈɯÊÖÙÕÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯ
of Houghton Road from a two lane 
road to a six lane parkway, and lastly, 
the new parkway proposed to be built 
along the west side of the Pantano Wash. 
     Development of the surrounding 
area will continue to have a consider-
able impact on all area residents. And, 
even though we don’t know what the 
next seven years will bring, we know 
ÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÞÐÓÓɯËÌŗÕÐÛÌÓàɯÉÌɯÈɯÝÌÙàɯÐÕÛÌÙ-
esting ride.
 

Awards and 
Accomplishments

Share the news! The Town Crier 
wants to know about your recent 

awards or accomplishments. 
Send a brief (three to four line) 

description with your contact to 
towncrier@civanoneighbors.com. 
(Submissions subject to approval 

and space.)
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   ɯɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƖƔƔƛɯÐÚÚÜÌȮɯɁ/ÏÐɯ
#ÌÓÛÈɯ*È××ÈÕɂɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÈÕɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌɯ
by James H. Nehring on lessons 
learned from his research of two 
centuries of American school reform. 
'ÌɯÐËÌÕÛÐŗÌËɯÚÐßɯÙÌÖÊÊÜÙÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔÌÚɯ
that he believes represent pitfalls of 
the educational reform movement. I 
hope they will provide readers with 
an interesting point of reference for 
the approaching NCLB reauthorization.
      First obstacle: Viewing schools 
as factories. Nehring observes 
that it’s not too surprising that 
schools that were developed dur-
ing the industrial age looked like 
factories, but it is shocking to see 
that this assembly line model of 
schooling is still around. It’s even 
outlasted most of the factories 
themselves.
      Second: Our tendency to let 
societal fears drive school activity. 
Whether it is fear of multicultural-
ism, immigration, Spanish, whole 
language, phonics, or the Chinese 

economy, fear results in decisions 
that are impulsive and reactive, 
good for emergencies but not for 
public policy.
     Third: Plans that look great in 
the capitol building but have un-
ÍÖÙÌÚÌÌÕɯÌřÌÊÛÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÈÚÚÙÖÖÔȭɯ
Our overdependence on standard-
ized testing is a good example of 
this. Using test data to drive deci-
sion-making at schools is great 
but it has a very real tendency to 
narrow curriculum. If you don’t 
see this in our schools…you’re not 
looking very hard.
     Fourth: The system’s tendency 
to crush promising innovation. 
Nehring sums this one up as our 
ÛÌÕËÌÕÊàɯÛÖɯɁÈÚÚÌÚÚɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÚɯÕÖÛɯ
ÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÌřÌÊÛÐÝÌÕÌÚÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ
ËÌÎÙÌÌɯÛÖɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÛÏÌàɯŗÛɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ
ÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÚàÚÛÌÔȭɂɯ
ɯɯɯɯɯɯ%ÐŜÏȯɯ3ÏÌɯÛÌÕËÌÕÊàɯÍÖÙɯÚÊÏÖÖÓÚɯ
ÛÖɯÚÈàɯɁàÌÚɂɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÈÉÓÌɯ
requests. This tendency results in 
an amazing multilayered onion 

of an institution. Let’s start with 
Presidential initiatives that bring 
a list of goals (A Nation at Risk, 
Goals 2000, NCLB), add to that 
learning standards promulgated 
by national councils (Reading, 
Math, English, Science, etc), state 
standards and the associated test-
ing regimen imposed by the states 
and backed by the federal govern-
ment, plus the ever multiplying 
regulations associated with special 
ed, gender equity, children at risk, 
and so on, plus district mission 
statements and mandates, all 
surrounding each individual 
school’s efforts to develop a 
mission statement that reflects 
the values and beliefs of their 
own local community. This is the 
ËÈÕÎÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯɁÉÌɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯ
ÛÖɯÈÓÓɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭɂɯ8ÖÜɯÙÐÚÒɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÛÖÖɯ
overloaded to do anything really well.
     Sixth: The tendency to favor 
certain groups of children over 
others. An example here would be 

A Few Thoughts on the NCLB Reauthorization  -continued from page one
inequalities in school funding. The 
ËÐřÌÙÌÕÊÌÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÕËÐÕÎɯ
of suburban communities per stu-
dent and urban communities per 
student are well documented, as 
are decaying schools in depressed 
rural areas. Nehring explains that 
ɁÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÌßÛÌÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌɯ
those groups that are already advan-
taged, we erode the foundations of 
ËÌÔÖÊÙÈÊàɯÈÕËɯÊÐÝÐÓɯÚÖÊÐÌÛàȭɂ
     So, there you have it, a few 
ideas to consider while you try 
and make sense of the NCLB 
reauthorization. Some of the 
dangers that Nehring outlines are 
risks associated with any bureau-
cracy, however all of them carry 
special weight when you consider 
ÛÏÌÐÙɯËÐÙÌÊÛɯÈřÌÊÛɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȭɯ
Keep an eye on the debate! Being 
aware of some of our historic pit-
falls in educational reform might 
help us avoid making the same 
mistakes twice.
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The Civano Neighbors group 
formed in 2002 to become the 

city-recognized neighborhood associa-
tion for all the residents in the greater 
Civano area. Our mission consists 
ÖÍɯÖřÌÙÐÕÎɯÈËÝÐÊÌɯÖÕɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯ
development for the area; working on 
ÔÈŲÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛȮɯÚÜÊÏɯ
as community safety and neighbor-to-
neighbor assistance; providing opportuni-
ties to build community spirit, as in the 
yearly picnic; and working with various 
special interest groups within Civano. 
     What has CN accomplished in the 
last four years? The organization has 
been active in promoting Civano as 
an environmentally sustainable com-
munity and a model for society. These 
concepts include: reduced consump-
tion of potable water and electricity, 
the use of recycled water, and even 
rainwater harvesting. Promoting these 
ideas entailed talking with potential 
developers such as Pepper-Viner, Dou-
ÊÌŲÌɯ'ÖÔÌÚɯÈÕËɯ/ÜÓÛÌɯ'ÖÔÌÚȭɯ,ÈÕàɯ
of the developers have incorporated 
many of the CN suggestions. An ex-
ample of this occurred when Pepper-
Viner listened to our concerns about 
the proposed steep pathways to Seren-
ity Park in the Block 1 (Northridge) 
development. They redesigned the 
paths to accommodate gentler slope 
and even designed one walkway that 
will also allow wheelchair accessibility. 
2ÌÓÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÐËÌÈÚɯÈÚɯÊÖÚÛɯÌřÌÊÛÐÝÌÓàɯÈÚɯ
possible to both the builder, to create 

ÈɯÉÌŲÌÙɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÖ-
meowner, to lower utility bills, were 
important accomplishments. 
     The CN has also hosted several meet-
ings with representatives of the Rincon 
Community Hospital at Civano, which is 
managed by Tucson Medical Center, along 
with Jump Enterprises, on developing the 
commercial area at Houghton and Drexel 
ÙÖÈËÚȭɯ!ÖÛÏɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÈÙÌɯÊÖÔÔÐŲÌËɯÛÖɯ
incorporating as many Civano principals 
as possible. Recent activities also included 
monitoring the impact of the Waste-to-En-
ergy project proposed for Davis-Monthan 
 ÐÙɯ%ÖÙÊÌɯ!ÈÚÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ(ÙÝÐÕÎÛÖÕɤ'ÈÙÙÐÚÖÕɯ
area, as well as the Houghton Area Master 
Plan, known as HAMP.
     Our Environment Working Group, 
chaired by Al Nichols, witnessed the 
Civano Energy Code adopted as the 
City of Tucson’s Energy Code for all 
residential buildings this year. The 
risks that were taken in the early years 
by planners, developers, builders, 
and buyers to follow a very stringent 
strategy in order to reduce energy use 
ÞÌÙÌɯ×ÙÖÝÌÕɯÌßÛÙÌÔÌÓàɯÌřÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÈɯ
very short period of time. Now, our 
code has become The City’s code. 
     Members of the CN Leadership 
Team and other residents have pro-
vided tours and opened their homes to 
individuals and groups to learn more 
about Civano principles. The Civano 
Legacy Group has been formed to take 
the lessons learned through the Civano 
experience to a larger audience. Its 

mission is to encourage the establish-
ment of environmentally sustainable 
communities with more responsible 
development in the desert southwest.
      In previous issues of the Town 
Crier, we have reported activities of 
the Aging in Civano Group, which 
is a neighbor-to-neighbor support 
group for primarily mature residents. 
We have also updated you about the 
formation of Neighborhood Watch 
Groups to create a safer commu-
nity. Other activities that the CN has 
promoted are the Community Picnic 
in April, and the Ice Cream Social, 
normally held in July.
      Let us not forget the communica-
tion resources that the CN has devel-
oped for Civano. Our website contin-
ues to provide an on-line information 
source for the neighborhood and is a 
well-used conversation forum of infor-
ÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯËÐÈÓÖÎȭɯ3ÏÌɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ
3ÖÞÕɯ"ÙÐÌÙɯÌËÐÛÖÙÐÈÓɯÚÛÈřɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌɯ
six copies of the newspaper per year 
should also be recognized. Every two 

Informal Survey Results
ɯɯɯɯɯ6ÌɯÈÚÒÌËɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯÐÕɯÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ
Neighbors meeting what projects the CN might initiate in the 
near future. 

Suggestions are in alphabetical order listed below: 
      •	 Daycare at meetings for young families
      •	 Establishing the Neighborhood Center as a focal point 
for informal socializing
      •	 Outreach to Sierra Morado
      •	 Walking tours of Civano
      •	 Young people activities
We will ask this question again at the March 15 meeting of CN.

months volunteers contribute many 
intensive hours to assemble a newspa-
per of community interest and timely 
ÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯÕÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈřɯÐÚɯ
currently working to expand from an 
eight to a twelve-page edition. 
     There are few neighborhood 
organizations in Pima County that 
can boast accomplishments such as 
these. Although we are proud of these 
accomplishments, we also realize 
that it would be unwise to rest on our 
laurels. The CN mission of commu-
ÕÐÛàɯÉÌŲÌÙÔÌÕÛɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÚɯÖÜÙɯÖÕÎÖÐÕÎɯ
and active participation. As long as 
the CN and the residents continue to 
ÞÖÙÒɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȮɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯŗÕËɯ
ways to strengthen our community 
ÈÕËɯɁÚ×ÙÌÈËɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɂɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÖÜÙɯÊÖÙÌɯ
mission of sustainable living. 

Onward we march…
– Bob Small
Your Civano Neighbors Leadership 
Spokesperson

Bob’s Briefings
What has your neighborhood

 association been up to?
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A spirited and awe-inspiring adventure of earthy succulence told with 
passionate candor and stunning photography is woven together with 
intriguing road-trips and interesting travel companions (many Civanoans) 
on junket escapades. The sum of all it’s parts; nature-guide, travel-guide, 
×ÏÖÛÖɪÑÖÜÙÕÈÓȮɯÔÌÔÖÐÙɯɬɯ"ÏÈÚÐÕÎɯ6ÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙÚɯÐÚɯÈɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓÓàɯÊÖÔ×ÐÓÌËɯ
ÞÖÙÒɯÖÍɯËÌÌ×ɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯÖÉÝÐÖÜÚɯËÌÝÖÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯ2ÊÖŲɀÚɯÔÖÚÛɯÏÌÈÙÛÍÌÓÛɯ×ÈÚÚÐÖÕÚɯ
ɬɯÏÐÚɯÞÐÍÌȮɯ#ÌÐÙËÙÌȰɯÏÐÚɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯ9ÖøȮɯÏÐÚɯÊÓÖÚÌÚÛɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚɯɬɯÈÕËɯÖÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌȮɯ
his innate ardor and expertise with nature. It’s an inspiring, thoughtful and 
sincere appreciation for the stunning beauty of the Sonoran desert and, most 
ÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÐÕÊÙÌËÐÉÓÌɯÞÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙÚȭɯ

The Writer’s Nook
Book Excerpt: Chasing Wildÿowers: A Mad Search for Wild Gardens By Scott Calhoun 

– Reprinted with permission of Rio Nuevo Press

Book Review: 
"ÏÈÚÐÕÎɯ6ÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙÚȯɯɯ ɯ,ÈËɯ2ÌÈÙÊÏɯÍÖÙɯ6ÐÓËɯ&ÈÙËÌÕÚ
!àɯ2ÊÖŲɯ"ÈÓÏÖÜÕ
Published by Rio Nuevo Press

Call in sick –leave the dishes – forget your chores. You’ll be 
ÎÙÈÉÉÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÊÈÔÌÙÈɯÈÕËɯÏÐŲÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÈËɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯ
ÌÝÌÕɯŗÕÐÚÏÌËɯÙÌÈËÐÕÎɯ"ÏÈÚÐÕÎɯ6ÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙÚȯɯɯ ɯ,ÈËɯ2ÌÈÙÊÏɯ
for Wild GardensȮɯÉàɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙȮɯ2ÊÖŲɯ"ÈÓÏÖÜÕȭɯ

Running for the Border: Pinacate

ON A SUNDAY MORNING in early 
March, I got up early to drink green 

tea and read my email. Santa Fe-based 
photographer Charles Mann had sent 
me a message, as he does each spring, to 
ÐÕØÜÐÙÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÞÐÓËŘÖÞ-
ers in Arizona. Charles, just returned 
ÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ"ÈÓÐÍÖÙÕÐÈɯËÌÚÌÙÛȮɯÞÙÖÛÌȮɯɁ2ÈÕËɯ
verbena and primrose were fabulous at 
Imperial Dunes near El Centro about ten 
days ago—also at Anza Borrego. Please 
ÒÌÌ×ɯÔÌɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙɯÕÌÞÚȭɂɯ
We had been in the death grip of drought 
ÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÚÛɯŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯÈÕËɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÕÛÌÙɯ
of 2005 there wasn’t much to report. In 
2005, my rain gauge recorded over four 
inches of precipitation in January and 
February alone. On this dark morning, I 
considered the high likelihood of rivers of 
ÈÙÙÖàÖɯÓÜ×ÐÕÌɯȹ+Ü×ÐÕÜÚɯÚ×ÈÙÚÐŘÖÙÜÚȺɯÖÕɯ
ÛÏÌɯÚÈÕËàɯŘÈÛÚȮɯÈÕËɯÙÖÊÒàɯÏÐÓÓÚÐËÌÚɯÖÍɯÉÓÈá-
ing Mexican gold poppies  (Eschscholtzia 
mexicana), in Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument. I could almost feel it. If I kept 
ÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯŗŜàɪÏÖÜÙɯÞÌÌÒÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÕÜÙÚÌÙàȮɯ(ɯ
ÞÖÜÓËɯÚÜÙÌÓàɯÔÐÚÚɯÛÏÌɯŘÖÞÌÙɯËÐÚ×ÓÈàɯÖÍɯÈɯ
lifetime. Logging on to the Arizona-Sonora 
#ÌÚÌÙÛɯ,ÜÚÌÜÔɀÚɯÞÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙɪÞÈÛÊÏɯÞÌÉ-
site, I read the following post from Tucson 
horticulturists Gene Joseph and Jane 
$ÝÈÕÚȯɯɁ/ÐÕÈÊÈÛÌɯ-ÈÛÜÙÈÓɯ/ÈÙÒɯȹ2ÖÕÖÙÈȺȯɯ
It’s incredible. Drop everything and go 
-.6ȭɯ'ÈÝÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÚÌÌÕɯÐÛɯÚÖɯÓÜÚÏȭɂɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯ
are some temptations that are too great for 
a renegade gardener to resist. 
ɯɯɯɯɯ"ÈÓÓÐÕÎɯÔÈÚÚɯËÌÚÌÙÛɪÞÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙɯÉÓÖÖÔÚɯ
ɁÖÕÊÌɪÐÕɪÈɪÓÐÍÌÛÐÔÌɂɯÌÝÌÕÛÚɯÚÛÙÌÛÊÏÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ
ÛÙÜÛÏɯÈɯÓÐŲÓÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÛɯÔÜÊÏȭɯ,ÈÙÒɯ#ÐÔÔÐŲȮɯ
the director of natural history at the Ari-
zona–Sonora Desert Museum, writes that 
Ɂ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÐßɯËÌÊÈËÌÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯƕƝƘƔɯÈÕËɯƕƝƝƜȮɯ
there have only been four documented 
drop-everything-and-go-see-it displays in 
southern Arizona: 1941, 1978, 1979, and 
ƕƝƝƜȭɂɯ(ÍɯÞÌɯÊÖÜÕÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÝÌÕɯËÌÊÈËÌÚɯÚÐÕÊÌɯ
ƕƝƘƔȮɯƖƔƔƙɯÞÖÜÓËɯÔÈÒÌɯŗÝÌɯÚÜÊÏɯÙÜÕɪÍÖÙɪ
ŘÖÞÌÙÚɯÌÝÌÕÛÚȭɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÎÖȮɂɯ(ɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛȮɯ
ɁÞÏÈÛɯÐÍɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÐÙÛàɪÚÌÝÌÕɪàÌÈÙɯ
ÞÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙɯËÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ
41 and 78—¡ay Chihuahua! I wouldn’t 
ÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÓÐÝÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÔàÚÌÓÍȭɂɯ(ɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯ
about something our beloved local radio 
ÏÖÙÛÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÐÚÛȮɯ/ÌÛÌàɯ,ÌÚØÜÐÛÌàȮɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ2×ÙÐÕÎɯÐÚɯ
a short season in the desert; sometimes it only 
ÓÈÚÛÚɯÛÞÖɯËÈàÚɭÞÌÓÓȮɯÖÒÈàȮɯÔÈàÉÌɯÛÞÖɯÞÌÌÒÚȮɂɯ
and this compounded my sense of urgency. 
      I caught my friend—writer, editor, 
and environmental raconteur—Simmons 
Buntin, following a community meeting 
2ÜÕËÈàɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎȭɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜɯËÖÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ
ÕÌßÛɯÊÖÜ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯËÈàÚȳɂɯ(ɯÈÚÒÌËȭɯɁ6ÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÖÕɯ
ÛÌÙÙÈÐÕȭÖÙÎɯȻÛÏÌɯÖÕÓÐÕÌɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌɯÏÌɯÌËÐÛÚȼȮɂɯ
ÏÌɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɁ3ÏÌɯÕÌÞɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÐÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯ
ÐÕɯÛÞÖɯËÈàÚȭɂɯ(ɯÒÕÌÞɯ2ÐÔÔÖÕÚɯÞÈÚɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯ
ÈÉÖÜÛɯÎÌŲÐÕÎɯÏÐÚɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌɯÖÜÛȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÈÓÚÖɯ
knew that as the editor-in-chief, he had, at 
various times in the past, postponed the 
release of the magazine, sometimes for 
ÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÈÚɯÐÕÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛɯÈÚɯÈÕɯ ÜÉÜÙÕɯ
University football game. At the same 
time, Simmons is not a one-dimensional 
sports guy; he is a poet and a part-time 

The Bookmark
Town Crier Book Review

Editor’s note:  Sometimes, the most illusive things can be found right under a 
×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÕÖÚÌȮɯÈÚɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÚÌɯÐÕɯŗÕËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÓÈÜÕÊÏÐÕÎɯÉÖÖÒɯÍÖÙɯ3ÏÌɯ!ÖÖÒÔÈÙÒȭɯ
Bestseller lists, reader recommendations, and book club selections all came to mind. 
Yet, something with community relevance seemed more ideal. I envisioned an au-
thor right from our own neighborhood – a book that spoke of nature, outdoors, and 
ÔÖÚÛɯËÌŗÕÐÛÌÓàɯɬɯÚ×ÙÐÕÎÛÐÔÌȭɯ%ÐÕËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯŗÛɯÞÈÚɯØÜÐÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÜÕËÈÉÖÜÛȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ
would explain my surprise to read the Civano Speakers announcement of an upcom-
ÐÕÎɯÉÖÖÒɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÓÖÊÈÓɯÈÜÛÏÖÙɤ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙɯɬɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÙÌÓÌÈÚÌȮɯÈÕËɯÈÕɯÖÜÛËÖÖÙɤ
springtime theme. I promptly contacted the publisher, brewed a cup of French roast, 
ÈÕËɯÝÐÖÓÈɯɬɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÙÈÊÓÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÌÛȮɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÝÐÌÞÐÕÎɯ2ÊÖŲɯ"ÈÓÏÖÜÕɀÚɯÕÌÞɯ
ÉÖÖÒɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ(ɯŗÕÐÚÏÌËɯÔàɯŗÙÚÛɯÊÜ×ȭɯ
							       – Viviana Tornero

Just what could possess a man to drive across state lines, mountain 
ÙÈÕÎÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÉÖÙËÌÙÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÈɯÙÈÎÎÌËɯÎÜÐËÌɯ
book, an old map, and a wild look in his eyes?  Wild Women? No, wild-
ŘÖÞÌÙÚȵɯɯ2ÊÖŲɯÛÈÒÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈËÌÙɯÖÕɯÈɯÙÖÓÓÐÊÒÐÕÎɯÈËÝÌÕÛÜÙÌɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ4ÛÈÏȮɯ
Colorado, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California, and into Sonora, 
Mexico. Along the way, learn how red chile on a white T-shirt can look 
ÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÎÜÕÚÏÖÛɯÞÖÜÕËȮɯÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÈɯÔÈÕɯËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯÈɯ56ɯ)ÌŲÈɯÞÐÛÏɯƕƔƔȮƔƔƔɯ
ÔÐÓÌÚɯÖÕɯÐÛɯÊÈÕɯÍÌÌÓɯɁÙÐÊÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÈɯ'ÖÓÓàÞÖÖËɯËÐÝÖÙÊÌɯÓÈÞàÌÙɂɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÏÌɯ
ÚÌÈÙÊÏÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÌÓÜÚÐÝÌɯÉÌÈÜÛàɯÖÍɯÉÓÖÖÔÐÕÎɯÞÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙÚȭɯ6Ïàȳɯɯ!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ
ɁÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÛÌÔ×ÛÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÛÖÖɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÙÌÕÌÎÈËÌɯÎÈÙËÌÕÌÙɯ
ÛÖɯÙÌÚÐÚÛȭɂ

SÊÖŲɯ"ÈÓÏÖÜÕɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÐÕɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÚɯÞÐÍÌɯ#ÌÐÙËÙÌɯÈÕËɯ
ËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙȮɯ9Öøȭɯ'ÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÈÜÛÏÖÙɯÖÍɯ8ÈÙËɯ%ÜÓÓɯÖÍɯ2ÜÕȯɯ3ÏÌɯ
2ÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÈɯ&ÈÙËÌÕÌÙɀÚɯ.ÉÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯ3ÏÈÛɯ&ÖÛɯÈɯ+ÐŲÓÌɯ.ÜÛɯÖÍɯ
Hand which won the American Horticultural Society’s 
2006 Book Award. His articles have appeared in numerous 
print and online publications, including Horticulture and 
Sunset magazines. 

)ÖÐÕɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙȮɯ2ÊÖŲɯ"ÈÓÏÖÜÕɯÈÚɯÏÌɯÙÌÈËÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÏÐÚɯÕÌÞÌÚÛɯÉÖÖÒȮɯ
"ÏÈÚÐÕÎɯ6ÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙÚȯɯ ɯ,ÈËɯ2ÌÈÙÊÏɯÍÖÙɯ6ÐÓËɯ&ÈÙËÌÕÚ at the Civano Speakers 
series on Sunday, April 22, 7:00 p.m. at the HOA Activity Center located in the 
Civano Neighborhood 1 Neighborhood Center. 
 ÜÛÏÖÙɯÈÕËɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙȮɯ2ÊÖŲɯ"ÈÓÏÖÜÕ

Send your book review recommendations to towncrier@civanoneighbors.com
Additional information about the Civano Speakers Series is available online at 
ÏŲ×ȯɤɤÞÞÞȭÊÐÝÈÕÖÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÚȭÊÖÔɤÚ×ÌÈÒÌÙÚɤȭ

naturalist who, like me, is easily lured into 
ÛÏÌɯÞÐÓËȭɯɁ2ÐÔÔÖÕÚȮɂɯ(ɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯ
ÞÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙɯÌÔÌÙÎÌÕÊàȭɂɯ

ɯɯɯɯɯɯ6ÌɯÎÖÛɯÖÜÙɯŗÙÚÛɯÙÌÈÓɯÛÈÚÛÌɯÖÍɯÞÐÓËŘÖÞ-
ers just south of Arizona Highway 86, 
about an hour west of Tucson. Brilliant 
yellow Gordon’s bladderpod (Lesquerella 
gordonii) carpeted the hills and swathes 
of Mexican gold poppy trailed down 
distant mountains. I love Mexican gold 
poppy and had planted it in all of my 
cactus pots at home. It is one of the few 
ÞÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÙÖÞÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯ
watering regime as my succulent plants. 
Another thing I love about poppies in the 
Eschscholtzia genus is how their seedpods 
Ìß×ÓÖËÌȭɯ ŜÌÙɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÓÖÖÔÌËɯÈÕËɯ
just when the tiny corn-husk-looking pod 
turns tawny, the casing splits apart like it 
ÞÈÚɯÚ×ÙÐÕÎɪÓÖÈËÌËȮɯÚÊÈŲÌÙÐÕÎɯÚÌÌËɯÌÝÌÙà-
where. When I’m collecting seed, it seems 
like the pods will explode if I just look at 
them sideways. I now put a plastic bag 
over the entire seedpod before removing 
it from the plant, to avoid sending poppy 
seed to the four corners of my yard. 
     We parked the Accord by the side of the 
highway, slid under a barbed-wire fence, 
and followed our eyes into meadows of 
yellow and gold under the midday sun. 
Up to our ankles in gold, we crawled up 
ÙÖÊÒàɯÏÐÓÓÚÐËÌÚɯÛÖɯŗÕËɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÚÛɯ×ÏÖÛÖÚȭɯ
     A bit later we stopped in Why, Arizona, 
for gas and some lunch before turning 
south into Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument and then into Sonora. We 
ÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËɯÛÏÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕɯɁ6ÏàȳɂɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÞÖɯ
red-chile burros (a southern Arizona term 
ÍÖÙɯɁÝÌÙàɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÉÜÙÙÐÛÖɂȰɯÐÕɯÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ
Spanish speaking world, a burro is simply 
a donkey) from the Chevron station, 
which I recommend as they are made by 
Tohono O’odham Indians who live near 
ÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÖÙɯÚÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÈŲÌÕËÈÕÛÚɯ
claim. I’ve enjoyed one of these red-chile 
burros on nearly every excursion I’ve 
made into Mexico via Why. The burros, 
ÞÏÐÊÏɯÈÙÌɯÞÙÈ××ÌËɯÐÕɯŘÖÜÙɯÛÖÙÛÐÓÓÈÚɯÙÖÓÓÌËɯ
so thin and with such a high lard content 
ÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÕÌÈÙÓàɯÛÙÈÕÚ×ÈÙÌÕÛȮɯÈÙÌɯŗÓÓÌËɯ
with blood-red chile colorado and chunks 
of beef that I like to think originated in 
one of the skinny reservation bulls you see 
standing in the creosote along Highway 
86. The taste can only be described as a 
×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÉÈÓÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÙÌËɯÊÏÐÓÌɯÈÕËɯÍÈÛɯŘÈÝÖÙȮɯ
complemented by the elasticity of the torti-
lla—not good for you, but very good! 
     Happily eating our burritos wrapped in 
foil, we drove out of Why and into Organ 
Pipe. I’m not sure if it was the shockingly 
pink globemallow (Spharalcea ambigua) 
or the hillsides of Mexican gold poppy, 
but somewhere in the middle of Organ 
Pipe, Simmons had a monumental burrito 
blowout. A huge dollop of bright red chile 
"ÖÓÖÙÈËÖɯÍÌÓÓɯÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÖŲÖÔɯÖÍɯ2ÐÔÔÖÕÚɀÚɯ
burrito onto the belly of his white T-shirt. 
The resulting stain closely resembled a 
shotgun blast to the stomach, making 
Simmons a marked man as we entered 
Mexico.

You can continue reading Running from the Border: Pinacate in "ÏÈÚÐÕÎɯ6ÐÓËŘÖÞÌÙÚȯɯ ɯ,ÈËɯ
Search for Wild GardensɯÉàɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙȮɯ2ÊÖŲɯ"ÈÓÏÖÜÕȭ
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David and Sylvia Robine moved to Civano from 
Lansing Michigan nearly two years ago, with 

David originally hailing from Detroit and Sylvia from 
New Orleans. They were married three months to the 
day they had met on-line and recently celebrated their 
eighth anniversary. 
ɯɯɯɯɯ3ÏÌàɯÍÖÜÕËɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÐÕɯÈɯÚÌÙÌÕËÐ×ÐÛÖÜÚɯÞÈàȭɯ ŜÌÙɯÑÜÚÛɯ
purchasing a home in Vail, they happened by Civano. It 
ÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÖÙÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÈÜÎÏÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÌàÌɯŗÙÚÛȭɯ.ÕÊÌɯÐÕÚÐËÌɯÈɯ
#ÖÜÊÌŲÌɯÚÈÓÌÚɯÊÌÕÛÌÙȮɯÛÏÌàɯÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌËɯ"ÐÝÈ-
no for it’s qualities of sustainabil-
ity and diversity and promptly 
cancelled their Vail purchase. 
     They say that living in Civano 
is incomparable to their life in 
Michigan save for the wonderful 
ÍÙÐÌÕËÚɯÛÏÌàɯÓÌŜɯÉÌÏÐÕËȭɯ2àÓÝÐÈɯ
ÊÖ×ÌÚɯËÈÐÓàɯÞÐÛÏɯ1ÌŘÌßɯ2àÔ×È-
ÛÏÌÛÐÊɯ#àÚÛÙÖ×Ïàɤ"ÖÔ×ÓÌßƳɯɯÈÕËɯ
ŗÉÙÖÔàÈÓÎÐÈɯÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÎÙÌÈÛÓàɯ
ÈřÌÊÛÌËɯÉàɯÞÐÕÛÌÙɯÊÖÓËɯÈÕËɯÓÈÊÒɯ
of sun. Here she is able to get out-
side and appreciate the sunshine 
even on bad days. Sunshine was 
ÈɯÒÌàɯÍÈÊÛÖÙɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÈŲÙÈÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯ
Tucson along with what they refer 
ÛÖɯÈÚɯɁÈÕɯÐÕŗÕÐÛÌÓàɯÉÌŲÌÙɯØÜÈÓÐÛàɯÖÍɯÓÐÍÌȭɂɯ'ÈÝÐÕÎɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ
bunch of neighbors is something that doesn’t hurt either, 
they said. They have made friends that are like family to 
ÛÏÌÔȮɯɁȱɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÏÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÜÚɯÓÈÜÎÏȮɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÌɯÌÕÑÖàɯ
Ú×ÌÕËÐÕÎɯÛÐÔÌɯÞÐÛÏȭɂ
     Enjoying the surroundings, going for walks, and riding 
bikes are some of their favorite pastimes. Sylvia described 
ÛÏÌÐÙɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÉàɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯÊÈÕɀÛɯ×ÜÛɯÈɯ×ÙÐÊÌɯÖÕɯÉÌÐÕÎɯ
able to open your doors and watch the quail and hum-
ÔÐÕÎÉÐÙËÚɂȭɯ ÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÏÖÉÉàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙÚɯÐÚɯÞÈÛÊÏÐÕÎɯ
the night sky, and the sun set.
     David is a voracious reader, is learning the guitar, and 
spends ninety minutes a day on the elliptical trainer. Syl-
via loves to read, spends a lot of down time at home. Just 
being able to go outside almost every day and not have to 
ŗÎÏÛɯÐÊàɯÊÖÓËɯÞÌÈÛÏÌÙɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÈ××ÙÌÊÐÈÛÌËɯÏÖÉÉàɯÖÍɯÏÌÙÚȭ
    No couple on earth could adore their pooch more than 
ÛÏÌÚÌɯÛÞÖȭɯ ÉÉÐɯ!ÐÚÊÖŲÐɯÐÚɯØÜÐÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÌÙÛÈÐÕÌÙɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÈÕɯ

incredibly loving creature. The three of them really enjoy 
exploring the Arizona countryside together.
     David and Sylvia are avid art lovers; as in galleries, art 
shopping, and art festivals and they also love live music 
and theater performances. Sylvia loves foreign and inde-
×ÌÕËÌÕÛɯŗÓÔÚȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ#ÈÝÐËɯŗÕËÚɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍɯÚÖÔÌÛÐÔÌÚɯÌÕÑÖà-
ÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÖŜÌÕɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÖÓÌÙÈÛÐÕÎȭ
     Sylvia still considers herself an artist even with her 
physical limitations, dabbling in a few mediums when she’s 
able. In the past, she has worked in ceramics, photography, 

stained glass and mosaic. David is 
an airways transportation special-
ist with the FAA. He’s the guy that 
keeps the tower connected to the 
plane. He spent a number of years 
ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ-ÈÝàɯÈŜÌÙɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯ
high school. With only a short 
diversion, he moved on to working 
for the FAA. Currently he is en-
rolled at Embry Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University taking management 
and aeronautical classes and is 
also a student at Pima Communi-
ty College taking astronomy and 
guitar. He is sort of a life student 
who at any time can be found 

reading about intelligent life, political science, history, etc. 
     Sylvia has a BFA in Graphic Design from Louisiana State 
University. She has worked as a graphic designer and art 
director for advertising and design agencies, was a book 
designer at the LSU Press, and was the marketing manager 
at the MSU Press in East Lansing Michigan prior to moving 
here to Tucson.
      Neighbors of Civano, give a wave to David and Sylvia 
1ÖÉÐÕÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÈÕÐÕÌɯÉÜËËàɯ ÉÉÐɯ!ÐÚÊÖŲÐɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÚÌÌɯ
them out and about the neighborhood riding their bikes, 
and enjoying the sunshine.
  
Ƴ1ÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯ/ÈÐÕɯ2àÕËÙÖÔÌȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯ12#ɯÐÚɯÈɯÕÌÜÙÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ
×ÈÐÕɯËÐÚÖÙËÌÙɯÈřÌÊÛÐÕÎɯÔÐÓÓÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕÚȮɯÜÚÜÈÓÓàɯÞÖÔÌÕȭɯ(Ûɯ
is generally caused by tissue trauma, like a sprain or surgical pro-
cedure. There is no cure and remission in adults is rare. If anyone 
ÐÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯŗÕËÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ12#ɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÎÖɯÛÖɯ12#2ȭÖÙÎȭ
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CIVANO
BUSINESSES & ARTISANS

B & B at Civano Judyth, 398-5099 

Casita Extended Stay 751-1645

Homeshare Civano,  Mare, 296-5428  

The Inn at Civano Small Hotel 296-5428

Zona Gardens Guest Suites 867-8038

Jan and Paul’s Guest Suite 296-8181

)Ìřɯ/ÌÙÙàȮɯRealty Executives 721-0909

Joan Tober, Realty Executives 850-4215

"ÐÕËàɯȫɯ)Ìřɯɯ,ÖÕÎÌÙɯLong Realty 548-2684

Eileen & Austin Gavin Long Realty 360-1522

"ÈÚÌàɯ2ÛÖÊÒËÈÓÌɯɤɯ#ÜÈÕÌɯ!ÈÛÌÔÈÕɯCentury 21
   Catalina RealtyɯƘƘƘɪƘƙƜƘɯɤɯƜƙƔɪƔƜƝƘɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ

Free Appraisal, 0 Downɯ)Ìřɯ-ÖÙÐÕɯƝƛƛɪƕƗƙƔ

3ÜÊÚÖÕɯ,ÛÎɤ"ÐÝÈÕÖ Karen King 909-7496

Civano Notary Services Sharlene235-0346

Splinters Handyman, Civano Business Owner 

for Five Years, Paul Coache 885-6645

Flying Blind Window Covers, Mike 885-7232

Archigraphics, Raymond Lytle 749-4538

Distinctive Desert Designs Ann 977-4608

2ÊÖŲɯ"ÈÓÏÖÜÕɯGarden Designs 867-8038

Penny Pederson Landscape Design 546-7057 

Tom’s Trellis and Metal Art  664-0114

BarkingShelby.comɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɤ,ÒÛÎ

Craig Feltheim All Forms of Insurance 

   495-5757 cfeltheim@bradish.com

Insurance Mark Levine mcmsl@msn.com

   886-8825 Dental, Health, Life, Auto

Dan Spahr Estate Planning 207-0804

/ÌÛȮɯ/ÓÈÕÛÚɯȫɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯ2ÐŲÐÕÎ, Diane 733-0409

'ÖÜÚÌɯ2ÐŲÐÕÎȮɯ ÓÓɯ/ÌÛÚȮɯ/ÓÈÕÛÚȮɯȫɯ,ÈÐÓ, call

   Jean & associate (always available) 885-6645

Phil Ogden Native Plant ID 296-7856

 

Yoga House at Civano, Ingrid, 731-0702

CranioSacral Therapy Monica Eng 909-1585

Massage Therapy Monica Eng 909-1585

Massage TherapyɤàÖÜÙɯÏÖÔÌɤ3ÙÐÚÏÈɯƖƛƕɪƗƙƗƔ

Counseling at Civano J. Raymond 886-1446

SkinCare At Civano Sylvia 731-1838

Marcia Neri AVON, Buy or Sell 290-6731

Diane Young at Art 207-0824

Painted Treasures Bev Maitland 389-5395

!ÌŲàɯ-ÐÊÏÖÓÓÚȮ Paintings 546-6377

Judie Kelly Paper Art 885-6601

.ÙÐÎÐÕÈÓɯ ÙÛɯ2ÛÈÐÕ&ÓÈÚÚɤ,ÖÚÈÐÊ 664-0114

Ballet Rincon Academy of Dance 574-2804

)ÈÕÌɯ'ÈÓÓÌŲɯ"ÌÓÓÐÚÛɤ2ÛÙÐÕÎɯ3ÌÈÊÏÌÙɯ751-2050

Music Together, Ages 0-6, Tahnee 731-0572

Civano Aging In Community  Info. 481-3453
Civano Community School 731-3466
Civano Middle School 762-8534
Civano Tykes call for info, Maureen 207-9988
"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ*ÕÐŲÐÕÎɯ&ÙÖÜ× 777-4447

TO BE ON THIS ROSTER 
ÊÈÓÓɯƖƗƙɪƔƗƘƚɯȹȜƕƔɤ8ÙȺ

A fantastic way to 
get to know your 

neighbors is hosting a 
host block party, which 
is what our Civano 
neighbors on Cerulean 
Way just did. They 
ÔÌÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯŗÙÚÛɯÈÕ-
ÕÜÈÓɯɁ3ÙÜÓàɯ"ÌÙÜÓÌÈÕɂɯ
×ÖÛÓÜÊÒȭɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÛÖɯ
get to know people we 
otherwise wouldn’t 
ÏÈÝÌɯÔÌÛȮɂɯÌßÊÓÈÐÔÌËɯ
one Cerulean neigh-
bor, who had no idea 
so many artists lived so close to one 
another. Cerulean Way certainly has 
artists of varied disciplines, writers, 
actors, painters, photographers, danc-
ers – you name it (although no one 
volunteered to sing for the group), 
intermixed with students, babies, 

Does Your Block Rock?

toddlers, a few teachers, stay at home 
mom’s and dads, business people, 
friends of the retired persuasions, 
and many others who weren’t able to 
ÈŲÌÕËȭɯ
      A great precursor to the more of-
ŗÊÐÈÓɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɯ6ÈÛÊÏȮɯÈɯÉÓÖÊÒɯ
party is fun, social, and seems like the 

ɁÐÕɂɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ
‘hood these days. 
When asked to 
share a word with 
the rest of Civano 
about their block, 
a neighbor cheered 
and the rest joined 
ÐÕȮɯɁÖÜÙɯÉÓÖÊÒɯ
ÙÖÊÒÚȵɂɯ
     Okay, Civano, 
what about the rest 
of you? Tell the 
Town Crier, whose 

block really rocks?

Photo by José Tornero
"ÐÝÈÕÖɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÚɯÖÍɯ"ÌÙÜÓÌÈÕɯ6ÈàɯÈÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÌÊÌÕÛɯɁ3ÙÜÓàɯ"ÌÙÜÓÌÈÕɂɯ×ÖÛÓÜÊÒȭ

Send your announcement 
about your recent Civano 

gathering to 
towncrier@civanoneighbors.com. 

Submissions subject to 
approval and space.
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Pet Forum
by Beth Morgan

Responsible Pet Ownership Committee 

/ÌÛɯ/ÙÖŗÓÌ
    Hunter Eggers and his family are 
residents of Civano. Hunter is the 
proud owner of a Ball Python. Yes, 

it’s a snake, but don’t let that bother 
you; Hunter’s mother doesn’t, so 
keep on reading.
     Hunter received his snake as a 
birthday present from his younger 
sister who is also very knowledge-
able about reptiles. But she and her 
pets are the subject for another day. 
Hunter has been interested in snakes 
and other reptiles since he was three 
or four years old and living in Texas. 
His other pet reptiles (We’re not 
including his rodents, dogs and cats 
in the list.) have included a leopard 
gecko, a ribbon snake, two garter 
snakes and a green anole. 
     Two interesting facts about this 
particular snake are that it has been 
blessed by the Priest of St. Phil-
lips in the Hills Episcopal Church 
during their annual blessing of the 
animals ceremony last fall, and it 
loves to swim in the bath tub .The 
ÓÈŲÌÙɯÐÚɯÌÝÌÕɯÔÖÙÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÐÕÎɯÞÏÌÕɯ
you know that Hunter’s mother has 
always been very afraid of snakes. 
'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÛÖɯÏÌÙɯËÌŗÕÐÛÌɯÊÙÌËÐÛȮɯÚÏÌɯÐÚɯ
adjusting. In spite of the fact that she 
once stepped on the ribbon snake, she 

accepts this one as long as she can be 
a room away when it is out of its home.
     In fact, the family is so accepting of 
Hunter’s interest in reptiles, that they 
moved to the desert so that Hunter 
could pursue his study. They recom-
mend the Tucson Herpetological 
Society as a good resourceȭɯÏŲ×ȯɤɤÛÜÊ-
ÚÖÕÏÌÙ×ÚÖÊÐÌÛàȭÖÙÎɤ
     Now that you know about Hunter 
ÈÕËɯÏÐÚɯÚÕÈÒÌȮɯÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÉÈÊÒ-
ground on the Ball Python. It is a 
relatively small and docile snake that 
is native to western and west-central 
Africa. It is in the same family as 
other pythons and boas, which are 
constrictors. The term, constrictor 
refers to its method of subduing prey 
such as mice and rats. It is a nocturnal 
predator that hunts with the aid of 
heat pits in the upper and lower lips 
as well as its Jacobson’s organ (recep-
tors in the upper jaw that receive air 
molecules from the tongue).
     While Ball Pythons can make good 
pets, there are some things to consider:
     1. Ball Pythons are not commonly 
bred in captivity. Most that are found 
in pet stores come from the wild in 

Africa. Some adult Pythons that have 
come from the wild do not adjust 
well to captivity due to numerous 
health problems. Juvenile snakes 
tend to do better.
     2. If you check with the herpeto-
logical society in your area, you may 
ÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯŗÕËɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯÉÙÌÌËÚɯ
them. (See website address above.)
ɯɯɯɯɯƗȭɯ2ÌŲÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÈɯÏÖÔÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÕÈÒÌɯ
can be expensive and somewhat com-
plex. In other words, do the research 
before jumping in. A good source 
of information on the Ball Python is 
ÞÞÞȭÒÐÕÎÚÕÈÒÌȭÊÖÔɤÉÈÓÓ×àÛÏÖÕÎÜÐËÌ

Pet Tips
     Hunter recommends The 
Ball Python: Care Breeding 
and History by Andreas 
Kirschner.
     An excellent series on 
animals is the Eyewitness 
Books. Their titles include 
books on pets as well as one 
called Reptile that includes 
the natural history, habits 
and lifestyles of all reptiles.

Photo by Beth Morgan
Civano Resident, Hunter Eggers with his 
pet Ball Python.

 

Neighborhood Watch has been highly successful for more than 
thirty years in cities and counties across America. It provides a 
unique opportunity to bring together law enforcement and citi-

zens to protect our communities.
     Around the country, neighbors understand that their active participa-
tion is a critical element in community safety. Through a simple willing-
ness to look out for suspicious activity in their neighborhood and report 
that activity to law enforcement and to each other, residents take a major 
step toward making their community more secure.
Five Civano neighborhoods have already become Neighborhood Watch 
ÊÌÙÛÐŗÌËȭɯ'ÌÓÎÈɯ2ÔÈÓÓɯÈÕËɯ,ÈÎÎÐÌɯ'ÖÌŜɯÈÙÌɯÛÞÖɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÚɯÞÏÖɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÌËɯ
their Neighborhood Watch Group. Their meeting report is as follows:

ɯɯɯɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯÙÈÚÏɯÖÍɯÝÈÕËÈÓÐÚÔɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÊÊÜÙÙÌËɯÖÕɯ3ÏÜÙÚËÈàȮɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯƗƔÛÏɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ
5200 block of S. Civano Boulevard and elsewhere helped to bring out 26 resi-
ËÌÕÛÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɯ6ÈÛÊÏɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯ.ŚÊÌÙɯ"ÏÈÝÌáɯÖÕɯ#ÌÊÌÔ-
ber 7, 2006. This Watch Group includes 31 homes on S. Civano Boulevard and 
Wayne Moody Lane.
Ɂ.ŚÊÌÙɯ"ÏÈÝÌáɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÊÙÐÔÌɯ×ÙÌÝÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÛÌÊÏÕÐØÜÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ
residents can initiate and about the need for residents to report suspicious 
ÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ/ÖÓÐÊÌɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÉàɯËÐÈÓÐÕÎɯƝƕƕȭɯ.ŚÊÌÙɯ"ÏÈÝÌáɯÚÛÈÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ
Police received only one report concerning the activity on Nov. 30th. 

Questions that arose from the above discussion were: 
  ɯɯɁ6ÏàɯËÖÕɀÛɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÜÕÓÈÞÍÜÓɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ/ÖÓÐÊÌɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛȳɯ
Is it possible that we don’t want to get involved? Do we want someone else to 
take care of the problem? What is the answer? Without several reports of law 
breaking, the Police Department can only assume that we never have problems. 
A single report can be assumed to be an isolated incident.
     The meeting concluded with the approval for two signs to be issued to the 
ÏÖÔÌÚɯÖÕɯ6ÈàÕÌɯ,ÖÖËàɯ+ÈÕÌɯÈÕËɯ2ȭɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ!ÖÜÓÌÝÈÙËȭɂɯɯɯ 

      This report is an example of the ongoing dialog between neighbors 
and law enforcement, which the Neighborhood Watch Program facilitates. 
It also illustrates how this type of open communication strengthens com-
munity security. 
     You can be instrumental in improving the safety and security of your 
ÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɯÉàɯÊÈÓÓÐÕÎɯ3ÜÊÚÖÕɯ/ÖÓÐÊÌɯ.ŚÊÌÙɯ"ÖÙÐÕÈɯ"ÏÈÝÌáɯÈÛɯƛƝƕɪƙƛƗƙɯ
extension 207 and scheduling a meeting or asking for more information 
about the Neighborhood Watch Program. Or, you can also visit the Neigh-
borhood Watch website at ÏŲ×ȯɤɤÞÞÞȭÊÐȭÛÜÊÚÖÕȭÈáȭÜÚɤ×ÖÓÐÊÌɤ"ÙÐÔÌɍ/ÙÌ-
ÝÌÕÛÐÖÕɤ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɍ6ÈÛÊÏɤÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɍÞÈÛÊÏȭÏÛÔÓɯ

Civano Safety Corner
by Tim Siemsen

Volunteer Help Wanted
%ÙÖÔɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯɁ'ÌÓ×ɯ6ÈÕÛÌËɂɯÈËÚɯÊÈÓÓÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÝÖÓ-
ÜÕÛÌÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯÛÏÌɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙɀÚɯÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÉÌŲÌÙÔÌÕÛȭɯ
The job requirements are simple: A desire to give to your community a 
few hours per month of volunteer time. Remember, groups like the CN 
and HOA can only be responsive to community projects as there is avail-
able people power in the form of volunteers. Call Bob Small at 398-7100 
if you would like to help. 

Commercial Area Working Group addresses parking, commercial and 
mixed-use development, ownership, vision, and the Civano Town Center 
area on Houghton and Drexel. 

The Newcomers Working Group welcomes new residents, creates op-
portunities to connect old and new residents, encourages the exchange of 
information, and helps residents value the uniqueness of our community. 

Merchandise Coordinator
6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÚÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÊÈ×ÚȮɯÚÏÐÙÛÚȮɯÛÖÛÌɯÉÈÎÚɯÈÕËɯÊÖřÌÌɯÊÜ×ÚɯÍÖÙɯÚÈÓÌɯÐÕɯ
order to raise money for your association. Responsibilities include storing 
two boxes of merchandise, taking phone orders and bringing the material 
ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ"ÐÝÈÕÖɯ-ÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÚɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯÉÐɪÔÖÕÛÏÓàɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚȭɯ$řÖÙÛɯ
is 1-2 hours per month. Call Bob Small at 398-7100 or send an e-mail to 
ÓÐŲÓÌÏÌÓÎÈɑÊÖßȭÕÌÛȭ

Assistant Editor
As we grow our bi-monthly newspaper, we have a need for help with the 
×ÙÌÓÐÔÐÕÈÙàɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯÚÜÉÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɯ"ÙÐÌÙȭɯ&ÙÈÔÔÈÙɯÉÜřÚɯ
– this one’s for you. You’ll be on the lookout for cohesive content and 
grammatical correctness. It’s a lot of fun if you’re the type of person who 
ÛÌÕËÚɯÛÖɯŗÕËɯÌÝÌÙàɯÛà×ÖÎÙÈ×ÏÐÊÈÓɯÖÙɯÎÙÈÔÔÈÛÐÊÈÓɯÌÙÙÖÙɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÐÕɯ×ÙÐÕÛȭɯ
$řÖÙÛɯÐÚɯƙɪƛɯÏÖÜÙÚɯÌÝÌÙàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÔÖÕÛÏȭɯ"ÈÓÓɯàÖÜÙɯ3ÖÞÕɯ"ÙÐÌÙɯ$ËÐÛÖÙȮɯ5ÐÝÐÈÕÈɯ
Tornero at 225-0663, or send an e-mail to towncrier@civanoneighbors.com.  

2ÛÈřɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛÌÙ
We have a need for one designated person with strong journalistic skills 
to sleuth out genuinely earnest community interest stories relative to our 
ÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËȭɯ ÓÓɯÚÛÈřɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÚÜÉÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÚɯÈÙÌɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÖÕÓàɯÞÐÛÏɯ
ÌËÐÛÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯ+3ɯÈ××ÙÖÝÈÓɯÈÕËɯÈÙÌɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÛÖɯÈÓÓÖÞÈÉÓÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ$řÖÙÛɯÐÚɯƗɪƘɯ
hours every other month. Call your Town Crier Editor, Viviana Tornero at 
225-0663, or send an e-mail  to towncrier@civanoneighbors.com.  

Advertise your business by placing an ad in the Town 
Crier. Contact Nancy Clark, ad manager at 290-1256 or 
by e-mail at Clarknbc@aol.com. 




